rh 


h Vour 
y 1959 
sting a 
leaves 
al into 
3 or 4 


Mulct 
rgrown 
this 
1€ soil 
ap big 


10us 


August 1952 


Organic 
Gardening 


Better Gardening without Chemicadg 


THE MAGAZINE FOR OMSCRIMINATING GARDENERS 


Wer 

\\\ 

HOUR 


Gener. From 


the man who brought you the organic method 


Here are four interesting and informative books by today’s 
foremost authority on organic farming and gardening . . 

J. I. Rodale, Editor of Organic Gardening and The Organic 
Farmer. For you who believe in health through sound farm. 
ing and gardening practices, you'll find absorbing reading in 
all of these stimulating books. Each tells a story connected 
with the organic movement or some phase thereof ... each is 
written by the founder of the organic movement in America. 


PAY DIRT 


the bible of organic farming and gardening 
Hailed by Los Angeles Times as that of a great many leading farm, 
“one of the important books of our horticultural and soil experts, J. I 
time,"’ Pay Dirt contains all the Rodale tells what is wrong with 
specific information necessary to chemical gardening and what to do 
be a good organic farmer or gar about it. 244 pages... only $3.50. 
his experience and 


THE HEALTHY HUNZAS 


a civilized people who do not know disease 


The Hunzas of India... . almost indicates what happens when a 
alone in the world... are self whole race of people follow the 
sustaining and well-adjusted. Their wganic creed of returning to the 
life is ineredibly devoid of dis earth everything taken from it 
ease, degeneracy and crime. Their You can learn from the Hunzas 
fascinating story, ably presented, 263 pages... only $3.00 


THE ORGANIC FRONT 


more informative facts on the organic method 


Here is a collection of informative method attacked and defended 
miscellaneous writings that will many other important and interest- 
T z make a valuable contribution to ing items help make an exciting 
by. TT RODALE sour knowledge of organic garden- book you'll enjoy from cover to 
. ing and farming. A_ discussion cover. 199 pages... $2.50. 
with botanist... the organic 


3 ORGANIC GARDENING 
= 55 Minor St. 
5 Emmaus, Pa. 


= Gentlemen: Enclosed find S$... for which please 
S send me the books | have checked below: 

Pay Dirt «@ $3.50 

Healthy Hunzas $3.00 

Organic Front «@ $2.50 

Stone Mulching “ $3.00 
1 am ordering 2 or more books so please send 
“Questions and Answers on Compost’’ without additional 
charge. 


State 


STONE MULCHING IN THE 
GARDEN 
a new invention in gardening 


Here is an authoritative guide to the use of stones and 
rocks for obtaining greater yields and healthier plants 
in the garden. Contains photographs and details on 
stone mulched garden at the organic gardening experi- 
mental farm. 164 pages. . . $3.00. 


FREE...if you order two or more of these 
books: “Questions. and Answers on Compost.” 
In this 40-page booklet, the staff of Organic 
Gardening answers more than 150 of the ques- 
tions most commonly asked about composting 


Mail the coupon on the left... today! 


FOUR IMPORTANT BOOKS 
PAY 
HIRT 
TLALT 
MUNZAS 
SBS 
Stone 
Mulching 
xt 


A Tre Compost Made Nature's Way 


DAIRI-ORGA NIC 
COMPOST 


0d Rich Cow Manure from One of 
Wisconsin’s Fabulous Dairy 
ys Farms In Compost Form 

Not Dehydrated 


be Not Pulverized 


A 100% ORGANIC SOIL CONDITIONER 


Now you can improve your soil, get 
better crops with a compost prepar- 
ed from one of the richest of all 
organic materials . . . Cow Manure. 
Dairy-Organic Compost is pre 
from the rich manure of one of Wis- 
consin’s top dairy herds. And it is 
prepared the slow, natural way to 
make all of its rich nutrients avail- 
able to your land and crops. 


A Living, Dynamic Compost 
By all means do not confuse Dairy- 
Organic Compost with the dehydra- 
ted cow manure products on the 
market. Our product is a living 
dynamic compost . . . rich in organic 
matter and soil nutrients, teeming 


Dairy-Organic Compost wonderfully 
fulfills the main purpose of compost 
or humus... to maintain fertility. 
Does not burn. Goes to work at 
once. Lasts longer than chemicals. 
Contains no weed seeds. Odorless. 
Will absorb many times its own 
weight in water. Neutral so it won’t 
affect pH of your soil. Also can be 
used as an activator. 


Use Dairy-Organic Compost Now 
Remember . . . Dairy-Organic Com- 
post gives you a better crop today 
and builds your soil for tomorrow. 
Order a supply now at the low in- 
troductory prices: 


with millions of wonder-working bac- $ .50 
teria. Finely screened, not ground, 1.00 
yet will go through your spreader. 25 
Contain valuable trace minerals and 5.00 
“= ADD THE FOLLOWING | AMOUNTS | FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING 
on 25 Ib. Bag 50 Ib. Bag 
ri- Up to 300 miles ee 1.00 1.50 
Up to 600 miles .30 75 1.35 2.25 
600-1400 miles 35 1.00 1.85 3.50 
hese Over 1400 miles 45 1.30 2.90 5.50 


ost.” 
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DAIRY-ORGANIC COMPOST 


Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 
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Home Garden Yields Finer Fruits—Foremost fruit nurseryman discusses varieties suited 
to home gardens. A Year With Delphiniums—from seed to flower these tall, graceful 
plants are fascinating, and this article tells how to grow them. Green Manure For Fall 

wing—in chart form this article gives invaluable aid in growing suitable cover crops. 
Efficient Bulb Care—discusses planting and care of bulbs, with a new worth-while 
mulching wrinkle. 


Published monthly by RODALE PRESS. Publication, Executive, Editorial and Subscription Offices: 6th and Minor Streets, 
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The Soil and Health Foundation 


The soil has done so much for humanity throughout the ages. 
It has provided a surface on which to build our homes, our cities and 
our factories and, what is more important, it has given us that essential 
medium in which to grow produce to sustain life, and flowers and 
trees to beautify our environment. Think for one moment what it 
would mean if the soil did not provide human and animal life with 
the needed “fruits of the earth” on which to live. Without the produce, 
there would be no forage for our animals, and no meat for us; without 
flowers and trees our scenic spots would be devoid of all beauty. What 
is happening to that soil to which we owe our very existence? We 
should all take a vital interest in it...soil and health! How related 
they are! 

Research is made possible by your contributions to 

The Soil and Health Foundation, Emmaus, Pa. 
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You actually trim hedges quicker and 
with less exertion with HEOGEMASTER. 
Unlike ordinary, hard-work trimmers, 
HEDGEMASTER’S both blades move. . 
you get continuous cutting action that 
trims in a breeze. This exclusive double 
blade action lets you do in minutes what 
would ordinarily take hours. For more 
convenient cutting of hedge tops and 
sides, for shaping trees and shrubbery, 


Better-Trimmed 
Hedges 


Minutes With 


HEDGEMASTER 


The only electric trimmer with DOUBLE action 


or for trimming grass, HEDCE- 
MASTER'S cutting head may 
be locked in either of two 
positions. No more squirming or twist- 
ing. And you trim with minimum chance 
of fatigue because lightweight HEDCGE- 
MASTER'S balanced design eliminates 
tiring vibration. Only $39.95 for the 
HEDGEMASTER. Get yours now... it’s 
easier to operate—does a better job. 


trim your grass quicker- 
the No. 5 SHEAR ... responds wi 


to your softest touch 


an B 
KNUCKLE CLEARANCE 
0 


for close cutting without skin- 


Here’s the light-touch No. 5 ned fingers or knuckles. 
shear—operates with a flick of the 
fingers. Bulge — lets you cut easily Wy 
with left or right hand. . , Neoprene Rubber aly 
stops prevent sting jar velvet so 
DROP grip. 5” bl overall length . 
FORGED Order yours today—$2.95! 
MIGHTY MIDCET 
N 
EW Sol for today’s vin 
— 
Electrical Aid To 


Better Nutrition 


Py Wonderful new Whiz-Mix FREE CATALOG 
uices, blends, chops, 

"4 Goterte dozens of electrical appliances for home and gar- 

volectrie jorizer, post lanterns, mail box name 

similar appliance at any signs,” ‘delayed action light switch, many other values. 

nk © 

onl $25.50! If : Organic Products 
looked at other uni = Dept. G-852 235 Halsey St. Newark, N. J.5 
Enclosed find cheek or money order, please send the items 
ean and ‘will have checked be 
do. Superb, Quality con- «. @ $39.956 
Try the Whiz-Mix for 10 §.... and free gifts ............... @ $25.508 
Midget prumer @ $ 5.258 
money will be (10- Say money-back guarantee on all items) 
unded. T nds have &.... Send me your free catalog on electrical supplies for 5 
tried . E re- os home and gard W. of Mississippi one 
Pt appliances and garden tools.) All prices prepaid. 4 
trition and greater food 
‘VALUABLE GIFT... with your order you receive 
Banishes room plug in wall soe 4 4 
Vours at no extra cost ii you order from this ad 
. today! 
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Three Crops From First Planting 


The following story about our or- 
ganic garden will probably cause you 
to doubt the veracity of its content 
and the fidelity of the writer. Believe 
me, it is true and several of my neigh- 
bors are my witnesses. We planted one 
row of white potatoes early in 1951. 
Some of the plants became brown 
about July. We removed the 30 foot 
row and harvested half a bushel of 
fair-sized potatoes. Half of the plants 
were still green. We removed large 
potatoes from the roots and trans- 
planted 12 green stalks between two 
rows in our strawberry patch. During 
early October, when frosts began to 
arrive, we removed the potatoes and 
again harvested almost half a bushel. 
“Runners” from the strawberries sur- 
rounded the potato stalks and appar- 
ently we missed some of the potatoes, 
and as a result—and to our great sur- 
prise—this spring about a dozen po- 
tato stalks again sprang up in the 
strawberry patch. They are all in a 
straight row, and we do expect to 
harvest the third crop from the orig- 
inal planting. Frankly, I have never 
heard of that before, but it is true in 
our garden. We had tomato plants 
which measured seven feet high last 
year and never once were affected by 
any tomato blight. The tomatoes bore 
very heavily through the season and 
when frost killed the plants there were 


THE COVER 


“The Scarecrow” is another design by inter- 
nationally-famous Arno which is forceful, 
yet fanciful, in its line and motif. The 
coloring reminds us that autumn lies ahead. 
All over America scarecrows will have done 
their work and birds will be winging their 
way southward. 


virtually a hundred or more green 
tomatoes left over. 
Arthur B. Heere 
641 E. 4th St., 
Boyertown, Pa. 


Organics in Haiti 


The land in this country (Haiti), 
as you no doubt know, was natur- 
ally fertile, but has been practically 
ruined with poor farming methods. 
Until a few years ago we thought rais- 
ing vegetables in the hot season was 
an impossibility—we even had much 
trouble raising a garden in the cool 
season. Now we find that by using 
the organic method, especially mulch- 
ing heavily, we can raise gardens the 
year around. 

Walter A. Wunsch 
West Indies Mission, Inc., 
Box 71, Aux Cayes, Haiti 


Orchid Cactus as Hobby 


I raise Orchid Cactus for a hobby; 
they are not desert plants but normal- 
ly grow in the tops of jungle trees. I 
use tack boxes to compost my garbage 
with rabbit manure and earthworms 
and I place my 10 inch flower pots on 
the top of this compost and the earth- 
worms go up through the hole in the 
base of the pot and work around the 
plant roots. The largest plant had 72 
blossoms about 3 to 4 inches across, 
but the smaller plant had 26 blooms 
about 9 inches across. I have 41 differ- 
ent varieties, all raised organically. 
Since I have changed from -chemicals 
to organics I have no more trouble 
with damping off. 

Daniel R. Dowd 
556 Avenida Esplendor 
Walnut, Calif. 


Adobe Made Productive 


Last January I bought a new home. 
All of the grounds were the foulest 
expanse of black, gummy adobe. The 
lawn was already in. Even though it 
was seeded with that questionable 
“contractor's mix” and was alive with 


Organic Gardening 


Now You Can Have The World’s Finest 


ROSE HIPS 


(Richest Natural Source of Vitamin C 
Available in Easy-To-Take-Tablets) 


Join the thousands of Organic Gardening readers who have discov- 
ered the virtues of this wonderful new source of precious Vitamin C. 


_We searched the world to find the very richest varieties of Wild 
Rose Hips. Samples of varieties from || different foreign countries 
(also United States and Canada) were tested for Vitamin C potency. 
The product we now offer you actually tested over 300% stronger 
in Vitamin C than Rose Hips now available commercially from U. S. 
sources. 


Richards Wild Rose Hip Tablets are an effective, dependable source 
of NATURAL Vitamin C. Made exclusively from this wonderful 
natural food. No synthetics of any kind. And we guarantee potency. 
Suggested usage (two tablets per meal) provide 150% of Minimum 
Daily Requirement for adults. Easy to take. A wonderful surprise 
for those who have difficulty with citrus juices! 


100 Tablets $ 2.50 
300 Tablets $ 6.75 
$10.00 


SS On Sale Soon At 
Health Food Stores and Pharmacies. 


If not yet available, order direct postpaid. 


LABORATORIES 


Department 8-0.G. 10 East 39th Street New York 16, New York 


Formulators and Distributors of Diet Supplements from Natural Sources 


/ 
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crab grass, it was nice and green look- 
ing. Yet I knew that as soon as the 
sun started baking it into hardpan, 
the grass would sicken and yellow, just 
like the adjacent hills. I did not relish 
the idea of excavating 3,000 square 
feet of adobe and filling in with top- 
soil, which is scarce and expensive and 
also of dubious quality in these parts. 

About that time I became interest- 
ed in organics and subscribed to your 
magazine. It was all a revelation to 
me and as the lawn became yellow 
and sick looking and full of brown 
patches, I determined to save it and 
not go through the labor of re-doing 
it. I broadcast 100 pounds each of 
phosphate rock, cottonseed meal and 
soybean meal, Then I raked in a half 
inch mulch of pulverized manure, 
rolled it and re-seeded the bare spots. 

In two weeks’ time the difference 
was noticeable. After a month, it is a 
brilliant green color, gets thicker 
every day and has to be mowed twice 
a week. The water which used to 
pour off it into the gutter now soaks 
in, and the clippings after mowing 
just seem to vanish. I am grateful to 
organics for the information that 
saved me a great expense and much 
hard work. H. W. Bailey 

Box 823, Rt. 1, 
Mill Valley, Calif. 


“If you want to be successful like me, son, 
you have to begin at the bottom and work 
your way up.” 


House Plants Thrive 


I am writing to express my thanks 
for an article, “Let Earthworms Solve 
City Garbage Problems” (Aug. 1951), 
which deals with garbage disposal via 
an earthworm barrel in the basement. 
The article explained how to feed the 
earthworms the food scrapings ordin- 
arily sent to the city garbage dump, 
and how the worms turned the scraps 
into the richest kind of organic ma- 
terial. 

We set up this same disposal method 
in our cellar and have been truly 
amazed by the products which we get 
from it. Most of the house plants 
have been changed over to soil taken 
from the barrel and once each week 
the plants are watered with a 50 per 
cent solution of water and “worm oil.” 
(Our 5 year old son has given this 
name to the soluble castings.) The 
African violets are blooming better 
than they ever have, and all the ivy 
plants show new growth along the 
stems. Yesterday we prepared an in- 
door seedbed with the soil to start 
our plants for the garden. We are 
anxiously awaiting germination so 
that we may observe their growth. 


Roger D. Glasgow 
R. D. 2, Wooster, Ohio 


Melting Snow no Hazard 


Our organic efforts have paid off. 
We had a good 14 inches of hard- 
packed snow in early spring. Sudden- 
ly, within three day’s time, it melted, 
and you can imagine the quantities of 
water and slush which spread over the 
land. However, there was no surface 
run-off on any part of my garden or 
orchard because the soil had been 
made absorptive by organic practices. 
This is truly amazing for as recently 
as 1948 all this land was virtually im- 
pervious to rainfall! 


Chester Creider 
Greenacres, 
Excelsior Springs, Missouri 
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Rose Hips Lauded 


I have been reading your articles 
on roses with a great deal of interest, 
and for this reason: 

Some 60 odd years ago when I was 
quite a small boy and the youngest 
of a family of nine, our mother always 
kept quite a large bag of rose hips on 
hand, also syrup made from them—a 
sort of jelly. She knew nothing about 


vitamins in those days—I don’t believe ° 


anyone else did either, but she was an 


expert gardener on soil in which no 
chemical was ever allowed. When 
anyone of the family had a cold com- 
ing on the first thing that was done 
was to cook a tea of rose hips or make 
a drink of the syrup jelly. Our moth- 
er did not know why it helped, but 
it did. 
Richard Philipp 


756 N. Milwaukee St. 
Milwaukee 2, Wis. 


Now You Can Till Your Soil as Fine 
or Coarse as You Desire with an 


New Economy 
Model EC12-C2 


UNIVERSAL TINES 
Till, cultivate, weed, mulch, 
or compost without changing 
tines! Non-winding! 
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Here’s Rotary Tillage at its finest — con- 
trolled soil aggregation that can be tailor- 
made to your soil and crop! All models have 
2 rotor speeds, plus 4 forward speeds on B 
models, 2 on Economy Model. Plug-in 
attachments for year ’round jobs also avail- 
able for B models. See your dealer or write 
today—enjoy bettercrops, better soil this year! 


FREE BOOKLET! Fully 
illustrated. Write M-E, 311 
Marion St., South Milwaukee, 


MILWAUKEE 


(J: ROTARY TILLERS 


Milwaukee Equipment Mfg. Co., So. Milwaukee, Wis 


S 
TILLER 
Ss + | 
ey 
Only ME Gives 
Rotor and 
Forward Speeds! 
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i, 
of 
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Here’s How to Have 
a Better Garden 


RIGHT Now! 


Garden 
‘SUDBURY SOIL TEST 


It’s not too late! If your garden’s not up 
to what you expected—and no garden is un- 
less the soil has been tested—here’s good 
news. You can still have those giant flowers 
and prize vegetables you dreamed about! 

This fascinating kit shows how to get real 
results within one week—and your garden 
will get better every day! You’ll have won- 
derful results all summer and fall. 

No Knowledge of Chemistry Needed 

It’s easy as reading a thermometer! Takes 
less than 10 minutes, costs less than 10c per test. 
Shows how much and what kind of plant food is 
needed on every plot, also if you lack lime and 
how much. Money-Back Guarantee! 

Send No Money—Povular Garden Soil Test Kit 
with crystal lucite top. only $5.89 C.O.D. plus 
postage (or send check and we prepay). 
Horticultural Model—welded steel chest. Larger, 
makes 4 times as many tests. Only $14.95. 


SUDBURY LABORATORY, 8ox 293, Sudbury, Mass. 
Stores: Write for Special Offer. 


COMPOST -— 
py YOU LIKE IT 


SCREENED 
SHREDDED 
GROUND 
MIXED 
PILED 


Now, with two wheels and one-piece, tubular 
handle bar, this improved, self-powered 
grinder can be moved twice as easy. Mixes 
and screens soil, compost and other fertilizers 
fine enough for seeding flats and pots. Grinds 
leaves, stalks and other tough organic matter 
into ideal mulch or compost material. Sepa- 
rates trash from wanted materials. Easy to 
change from screens to rollers. Motor optional, 
gas or electric. SEND FOR CIRCULAR. 


W-W GRINDER CORP. 


DEPT. 8B. WICHITA, KANSAS 


Garden Drainage 


Now is the time to correct poor 
garden drainage. Often, breaking up 
the subsoil will correct the condition, 
but permanent tiling or a side-trench 
drain-off may be necessary. Permanent 
tiling is often expensive. A side- 
trench drain-off may be dug by mak- 
ing a trench about ten inches deep 
beside the garden beds leading to 
some nearby river, hole or sewer. 


Gardens on New Property 


Where there has been a subsoil fill 
during the building of a new home, 
then it is advisable to put at least six 
inches of topsoil over the fill in order 
to grow vegetables. 


Protection For Grapes 


Cellophane or plastic bags make ex- 
cellent protective devices when tied 
over bunches of grapes, saving them 
from damage by injurious insects and 
heavy rain. Being transparent the 
grapes will be sun-ripened, and one 
can see when they are ready for har- 
vesting without removing the bags. 
Normally such bags can be used year 
after year, and can be used for a 
variety of fruits which one wishes to 
bring to unblemished perfection. 


Storing Popcorn 


A good way to dry and keep pop- 
corn is to put it in onion and grape- 
fruit bags saved for the purpose, im- 
mediately after it has been harvested. 
Suspend: the popcorn-filled bags on 
wires two feet long in an airy room, 
and it will be safe from mice and rats. 
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By RUTH RODALE 


Muriate of Potash Censured 


Quite often we have been asked by 
our readers how muriate of potash 
can be thought of as a chemical ferti- 
lizer if it is mined naturally, like glau- 
conite marl and granite. As a matter 
of fact, though muriate of potash 
(actually potassium chloride) origin- 
ates in the vast deposits of salts, locat- 
ed mainly in New Mexico, it is refined 
and refined again until it bears very 
little resemblance to the crude ma- 
terial." The finished fertilizer contains 
up to 53 per cent pure potassium but 
the natural salt from which it is manu- 
factured, called carnallite, holds 
about 7.5 per cent potassium. A good- 
ly amount of true salt (sodium chlor- 
ide) is also present, since the deposits 
were of course once dissolved in sea 
water. 

And what makes up the other 47 
per cent of highly concentrated mur- 
iate of potash? By far most of it is 
chlorine, needed by plants in minute 
quantities...certainly not the 
amounts that accumulate when ap- 
plied every year_or oftener. Unfor- 


tunately, the unused portion is not a 
harmless residue, says Dr. William 
Keller, of the Soils Department, Uni- 
versity of Missouri. “Long-continued 
use of the chloride salt (muriate of 
potash) will bring about increased 
concentration of the chloride ion in 
the soil, a factor that is well recogniz- 
ed as affecting adversely the germina- 
tion of seeds. Moreover, general ex- 
perience has not favored a chloride- 
rich soil.” 


Texrtftc! 
CROCUS that 
Bloom This Fall 


YES, IT’S TRUE! Genuine Lilac 
Blue Spring-Crocus flowers THIS 
FALL. GUARANTEED TO BLOOM 
in September-October. 

imported from Holland. Order now. 


40 for $1.00 ppd. 
(regularly $1.75) 
100 for $2.50 ppd. 
Send for Free Holland Bulb Catalog 


STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, Inc. 
Dept. 19, Roslyn Heights, New York 


Postpaid in U.S.A. 
P E 0 N l E $ Free 16 Pee Peony catalog on ome 


7A August Dessert—Velvety carmine with 
narrow silver border $1.00 
9.1 Frances Witlaré—Biush white of good 


substan: $1.00 
8.4 ne Crouse—Brilliant crimson, silky $1.00 


luster 
9.3 Festiva Maxima—Large white with 
crimson flakes $1.00 
9.0 Jap Be Single, lovely shade of pink 
yellow center 1.00 
9.0 Milton Hill—Luminpus shell pink 1.00 
8.7 Rashoomon—Japanese type—Glowing rose 
red with rose yellow center $1.50 
—_ your own collection from above listing 
Any 5 for $4.00 or all 7 for $5.00 


GROVESIDE GARDENS 


63rd & Grand 
Downers Grove, III. 


IMPROVE YOUR HOME 


Your Garden 
Under Glass 


Everlite the on your terrace 
or gardening area. 8 leaming life-time 
beauty never needs. paint . never rusts! 


Various wiashe 
models permit 
breezeway, sepa ZA te e 
— te 
house 

free- standing 


Everlite features curved-eave con- 

struction which provides maximum 

sunlight and greatest beauty. Con- geo,’ 

tinuous double vents — proper 

ventilation control. for ad- 

information on this entirely 


14615 LORAIN AVE. © CLEVELAND 31, Game / 
Gentlemen: Please send your free 


booklet 8-G on Aluminum Green- 
houses. 
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With the Editor 


Systemic Sprays 


We are entering an age of systemic insecticides— 
poisons fed to plants—that can lead to race 
suicide if it develops unchecked. 


By J. |. RODALE 


OMETHING sinister is occurring 

in American agricultural practice, 
far worse, in my opinion, than the 
imagination of anything agronomical 
science has conceived thus far, and 
which should be a cause for great 
alarm. It concerns a new method of 
preventing insect infestation in plants 
by means of poisonous insecticides 
and involves such a dangerous mode 
of action that I wonder if, adopting it 
financially hungry industry isn’t going 
a bit too far, or, are the men who 
guide these concerns sick in the con- 
science? Is it possible also that the 
ignorance of these men in matters of 
diet plus the fact that they are con- 
suming devitalized and poisoned food 
as a result of the products sold by 
their very own companies, is causing 
their mental powers to decline so that 
they cannot clearly see the effect of 
what they are doing? An English scien- 
tific organization has recently made a 
study in their country and America 
and have found that the mental abil- 
ity of people has been declining two 
per cent per generation. Is this fact re- 
lated to the quality of food produced 
by modern industrialized agriculture 
and the food processors? 

About seventy-five years ago the 
poison spraying of apple trees was 
practically an unknown procedure in 
orcharding, Some insects came to 


plague the apples, but nature provid- 
ed enemy insects that kept the trouble- 
makers in check. But, as is always the 
case in nature, it was not a 100 per 
cent effective arrangement and some 
fruit damage occurred. The public 
was used to seeing and even eating 
an apple here and there that exhibit- 
ed an insect bite or two. However, a 
trend was developing in American life 
which demanded perfection of appear- 
ance. It was part of the movement 
that gave America automobiles with 
beautiful. chromium fittings. The 
public began to demand white eggs, 
thinking they were “purer,” and will- 
ingly paid a premium for them. Ap- 
ples had to be large and perfect, with- 
out an insect bite, or other disfiguring 
blemish. The citrus interests began 
to add color to oranges and the dairy 
people put the cancer-causing butter- 
yellow into butter (now banned). In- 
dustry scandalously pandered to the 
consumer’s taste for beauty and added 
eye-appeal to all items of food regard- 
less how it damaged their nutritional 
values. This tendency encouraged the 
chemical interests to play a big part 
in the beautification of food products. 

As the years went on the problems 
in the orchards became more perplex- 
ing. The chemist mastered one insect, 
and another appeared from nowhere. 
In one season Chemical X destroyed 
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“Looking Back" is intr: 
rupted to print two very 
timely editorials; "Sys- 
temic Sprays” and "Kril- 
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insect Y but the next year insect Y 
, developed a tolerance to poison X. 
This led to the perfection of more 
and more powerful chemical com- 
pounds and the need for increasing 
the number of applications to about 
fifteen or sixteen a season, disturbing 
the balance of nature to such an ex- 
tent that even the bees that were need- 
ed by the orchardist to pollenate the 
apple blossoms disappeared, so that 
the farmer had to hire additional peo- 
ple to hand-pollinate his trees. And 
when this insecticidal bludgeoning 
with poison sprays got beyond the 
physical capability of the farmer to 
handle, he took to the air and in 1951 
the farmers of the U.S. used 6,500 
airplanes to shower upon the earth 
these expensive chemical poisons. 
The entomologists—those people 
who spend their lives trying to prove 
that man is superior to the insect— 
are having a tough time. They are 
frantically attempting to breed varie- 
ties of fruits and vegetables that are 
more resistant to disease and insects. 
They are working feverishly to dis- 
cover magic formulas that will stop 
the insect dead in its tracks. But for 
a long time they have had a danger- 
ous idea in the back of their heads. 
Why not feed some kind of poison to 
the plant instead of to the insect, so 
that every cell and bit of tissue be- 
comes saturated with it. Thus when 
an insect feeds upon the plant it will 
be done for. This would be science 
with a vengeance. They thought of it 
so long that they actually did it. 
Early in 1952 such a product, called 
Systox, was launched with powerful 
hullabaloo in the ballroom of New 
York’s Waldorf Astoria hotel, by the 
Pittsburgh Coke and Chemical Co. 
product, made from coal, has the 
chemical name of OCTAMETHYL PYRO- 
PHOSPHORAMIDE. This pesticide is 
either put on the soil around the roots 
or is sprayed on to the plant itself. 
In either case it forces itself into every 
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cell of the entire plant. One can judge 
the potency of such a chemical which 
has the power of forcing itself so 
thoroughly and saturating every part 
of a plant. 

Several years ago this idea was dis- 
cussed in agricultural literature and 
it was announced that soon such a 
product would be placed on the mar- 
ket. When I was called as a witness, 
a few years ago, in a hearing in Wash- 
ington conducted by the Pure Food 
and Drug Administration for the pur- 
pose of determining permissible resi- 
dues of poison sprays on foods, I ex- 
pressed alarm at the possibility that 
such a practice would be encouraged 
on food crops, that the public would 
be eating foods, every cell of which 
was tainted by these systemic chem- 
icals. Up jumped a representative of 
one of the insecticide companies and 
stated that it was not the intention 
that this product be used on food 
crops. It was only thought of for orna- 
nfental plants. But in my mind I 
harbored misgivings. It was a danger- 
ous trend. I was sure that it was 
bound eventually to be used on edible 
crops. And that is exactly what is 
happening. 

Professor R. W. Leiby, entomologist 
of Cornell University, in the June, 
1952, Country Gentleman, speaks of 
experiments with Systox on potatoes 
and apples, and states, “Much more 
experimentation must be made with 
the systemic insecticides before they 
will be approved for use on fruits, 
vegetables, or crops fed to livestock.” 
But, in the demonstration at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, mentioned above, 
Systox was applied into a garden plot 
of widely assorted plants, including 
green beans and tomatoes. I feel cer- 
tain that, unless some powerful con- 
sumers’ group files an injunction 
against a few hundred farmers who 
begin to use systemic poisons on food 
crops, in a short time every mouthful 


(Continued on page 36) 
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City with Golden Garbage . 


We have selected this article as the year’s most outstanding contribution 
to the cause of Organiculture. It is condensed and reprinted by special 
permission of Collier’s. The work of the Compost Corporation of America 
points the way for other municipalities to utilize their garbage, make a 
continuing profit on the investment and, at the same time, render a signal 
service to the gardening and farming interests in their vicinity. 


By A. W. MARTINEZ 


NE morning in October, 1950, 

two strangers walked into the 
office of Tony Dalcino, president of 
the Oakland Scavenger Company, 
with a proposition that turned Dal- 
cino’s casual smile into a look of utter 
disbelief. 

The two visitors were a combina- 
tion nearly as strange as the idea they 
were proposing. One of them was 
Richard Stovroff, young owner of a 
wastepaper business in Buffalo, New 
York. The other was Dr. Ehrenfried 
E. Pfeiffer, German-born biochemist, 
holder of an honorary U.S. medical 
degree, and lifelong experimenter 
with new ways to grow better food. 

Pfeiffer, a tall, robust, pink-cheeked 
man with an infectious twinkle, ex- 


Pioneering garbage-to-compost plant erected 
on San Francisco Bay by Compost Corporation 
of America. 
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plained in the course of his researches 
he had discovered a new “race” of 
bacteria which could convert garbage 
into fertilizer, a sweet-smelling black 
earth which could perform virtual 
miracles for the land. A tablespoon 
of the bacteria, grown in test tubes, 
could turn a ton of garbage into rich 
humus in three weeks. 

Pfeiffer told Dalcino: “It costs 
Americans, as taxpayers, a few billion 
dollars a year when we throw away as 
garbage the precious minerals and or- 
ganic material which we take out of 
the soil in the form of food. On the 
other hand, it costs farmers nearly 
$7,000,000,000 a year to put some of 
these minerals back in the ground in 
the form of chemical fertilizers. That 


Magnet removes metal objects while workers 
pull out useless scraps. 
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doesn’t make sense.” He had, he ad- 
ded, decided to do something about 
it ever since his arrival in the U.S. 
in 1940 as a refugee from war-ravaged 
Europe. 

Today, as a result of Pfeiffer’s ex- 
position nearly two years ago, nobody 
in Oakland, least of all the Oakland 
Scavengers, finds anything odd in the 
business of converting garbage. 

Already, this spring, home garden- 
ers in the West have had a chance to 
conduct their own tests on it; the 
Ferry-Morse Seed Company has dis- 
tributed it and is using it to cultivate 
its own prize grass and flower seeds 
in Salinas, California. 


‘‘Supercompost” 

In control tests at Pfeiffer’s Bio- 
chemical Research Laboratory at 
Spring Valley, New York, vegetables 
grown in this converted garbage have 
weighed 25 per cent more than those 
grown in conventional fertilizers, with 
from one to three times more vitamin 
A. The garbage-composted treated 
soil has shown from one to four times 
as much life-giving nitrogen, and 
grain grown in it has shown a con- 
sistently higher protein content. 


Caterpillar tractor and shovel is now used in 
turning compost piles. 
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Laboratory experiments have prov- 
ed that the mixture can restore even 
sterile sand to vigorous fertility and 
could make rich farm land out of 
desert if adequate water were avail- 
able. 

The converted-garbage fertilizer is 
actually a scientifically produced su- 
percompost, a little like the material 
conscientious gardeners make by pil- 
ing up leaves, vegetable matter and 
manure and allowing them to age. 
Such composting takes six to nine 
months and a great deal of care, but 
farmers regard the resulting product 
as “black gold.” It is the stuff that 
gives virgin soil its loamy, crumbly 
appearance. 

However, compost is a luxury fer- 
tilizer. You can’t buy it in commercial 
quantities or at prices practical for 
mass-production farming. Neither can 
the mass-production farmer make it. 
At today’s pace, he has neither the 
time nor man power. He also lacks 
the materials, the ready supply of ma- 
nure and vegetable matter which di- 
versified farms once had. 

The Oakland plant hopes to pro- 
vide the answer to this nation-wide 

(Continued on page 39) 


Lab technician Sally Burns checks week-old 
pile. Garbage heats up from violence of its 
decomposition. 
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What is 
Organic 
Gardening? 


By 
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1. Human disease is on the in- 
crease. 

2. New chemicals are tested only 
superficially. 

3. Vital trace elements may be 
lacking in chemically-forced 
crops. 

4. Protein content of farm crops 
has declined severely. 

5. The insect menace is getting 
out of hand. 

6. Vast amounts are spent for 
chemical fertilizers and sprays. 


RUTH RODALE 


Every Organic Gardener Knows That: 


Human health is more precious than extra-high yields and insect-free 
crops. Any methods to bolster yields should be adopted only after we 
are thoroughly convinced that future generations will not be injured. 
Fertilizers and insecticides now on the market have been tested only 
briefly, and then no one becomes excited unless a chemical causes out- 
right death. How long can a civilization exist with this careless philos- 
ophy? 


The balance of nature must not be overlooked. Each part has its own 
sphere of activity as well as intermeshing with other related parts. What 
alters one part may affect half a dozen others—most often to our own 
disadvantage. Spraying, for example kills off beneficial insects and birds, 
contaminates the soil, leaves poisonous residues on crops, and is a 
financial burden on the farmer. 


Soil is a storehouse of living organisms, which must be fed and cared 
for as any others. Bacteria, fungi, insects and earthworms inhabit it by 
the millions, using organic matter as food and in turn preparing it for 
living plants. Concentrated: chemicals, on the other hand cannot be 
continually added to the soil to destroy harmful insects and bacteria 
without doing just the same to the needed microorganisms. 


Plants fed with natural fertilizers are well-balanced in trace elements 
and vitamins. Using chemical fertilizers like superphosphate may supply 
an excess of phosphorus while crowding out magnesium. Well-nourished 
plants are more resistant to insect attack than deficient crops, probably 
through odor and vitamin abnormalities. These two theories were re- 
cently supported by experiments at the Bartlett Tree Expert Company 
and the University of California. 
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The Organic Gardener in Practice: 


All suitable organic matter goes back to the land, either by mulch- 
ing or composting. A mulch is a layer of organic matter (plant or animal 
wastes) placed on the soil surface, which protects the land while fertilizing 
it. Only those materials which ordinarily are not applied directly to the 
soil (garbage for example) need be composted. Organic matter can be 
piled in bins,* pits, or open heaps to decay, or compost. This method 
often reduces the mineral content of fresh organic matter and mulching 
is therefore preferred. 


Pulverized rock fertilizers, rich in phosphorus, potash, and trace 
elements are broadcast on the garden plot, or incorporated into the com- 
post pile, once every few days. Raw ground phosphate rock and colloidal 
phosphate supply phosphorus, while glauconite marl and granite dust 
release potash. These fertilizers dissolve slowly benefitting crops for 
several years. Rock fertilizers, in addition, do not leach quickly into the 
drainage waters. Millions of tons of natural rock fertilizers await further 
discovery by enlightened fertilizer companies. 


No concentrated, completely soluble fertilizers (known as “chem- 
ical fertilizers”) are recommended in the Organic Method. Relying on 
harsh chemicals year after year will produce nutritionally poor crops. 
Flooding plant roots with chemical fertilizers may cause trace element 
deficiencies. The soil becomes strongly acid, unless lime is constantly 
applied. Earthworms and beneficial bacteria and fungi are driven away 
or killed. Toxic residues, like chlorine and sulfur, build up year after 
year. Lastly, organic matter is quickly depleted from chemically-fertilized 
soils. 


Some natural insect controls may be necessary until and possibly 
after the gardener has been practicing the Organic Method for several 
years. The soil must become rich and fertile: insect parasites and pred- 
ators must be encouraged. Safe measures for control which we advise 
are hand-picking of insect pests, encouraging birds, interplanting with 
crops that repel insects, planting resistant varieties, and setting out traps 
and attractant lamps. Exterminating all harmful insects is not our goal: 
good yields, truly safe food, and sensible insect controls is the answer. 


Sprays and dusts that decay insects certainly are not free from 
some toxicity to human beings, remarked a prominent scientist recently. 
The same can be said about potent weed killers, fungicides, and other 
chemicals that violently disturb the natural functions of plant and animal 
life. The highly popular hormone sprays for example, were given hasty 
official acceptance without thorough study of the side-effects on fruits and 
vegetables. Keep these facts in mind when tempted to invest in spray 
equipment. The least toxic of insecticides are plant extracts like Rote- 
none or Derris Dust, which should be applied only when absolutely 
necessary. 


* See page 24. 
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HERE have been volumes of non- 

sense written about tulips and 
how to grow them by a host of so- 
called authorities, who state definitely 
and unequivocally gross fallacies. Con- 
sequently it’s no wonder when the 
poor, misled layman following the 
formulas of those “experts,” gives up 
in despair after a year or two of dismal 
failure with tulip raising. 

I, myself had some beautifully queer 
ideas about tulip growing up to the 
time my husband and I made a four 
month visit to Holland and we be- 
came friends with some professional 
Dutch flower and, more specifically, 
tulip growers. 

Thus, by the time Piet—one of our 
Dutch friends—took us through his 
garden, land, hothouses and the thor- 


oughly modern local large Flower 
Market, Flora, where all the neigh- 
boring flower growers bring their 
exquisite and fragrant merchandise to 
be auctioned off daily to exporters 
and buyers for stores, most of the mis- 
conceptions in my mind about tulips 
were cleared up. 

So here now are the facts about 
tulip growing, straight from people 
who certainly ought to know what 
they are talking about, as they make 
their living raising tulips. 

1. Location: a. Tulips will do bet- 
ter and bloom earlier in the sun than 
in half shade. 

b. Tulips are best by themselves in 
solid beds, borders or boxes. And 
while a shrub or a bush for a back- 
ground won't spoil the beauty of 


TULIP PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS, HEIGHTS, BLOOMING 


Flowering 
Time 

Species for Rock : 

Gardens April 1-30 
Fosteriana April 15-30 
Early April 15-30 
Triumph Apr. 25-May 5 
Mayflowering 

(Cottage) May 5-20 
Parrot May 10-25 


Planting time: Sept. 15-Dec. 15. 


Height How to Indoor 
In Inches Plant Culture 
5”-15" Apert No 
20” “> Apart No 
14” Yes 
20”-24” Yes 
wae No 


By courtesy of the Associated Bulb Growers af Holland, New York, N. Y. 
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tulips, still tulips don’t need any 
backdrop. ‘They are decorative by 
themselves. 

2. Soil—Preparation—Planting: 

Tulips will thrive in either clay or 
sandy soil, but clay is better for all 
around quality. In clay both the bulb 
and the flower will grow bigger and 
be of better quality. 

But—and this is a very important 
point—if you want healthy tulips that 
realize their full beauty, you have to 
change them around every other year. 
In other words; the tulips you have 
in sandy soil this year, when you dig 
them out, should be replanted in clay 
soil next year, and vice versa. How- 
ever, that is not absolutely necessary. 

Replanting bulbs in clay soil year 
after year won’t be detrimental for 
the tulip, though even so it’s better 
if you do change the soil. But leaving 
or rather replanting bulbs in sandy 
soil will eventually deteriorate the 
quality of both the flower and bulb. 

Interestingly enough, the bulbs for 
export from Holland always come out 
of sandy soil, or rather the year they 
are in sandy soil. It seems that the 
customers, especially in the States, de- 
mand clean-looking bulbs, and bulbs 
that come out of clay soil can’t be 
“clean-looking.” 

Now as to soil preparation: 

a. The beds should be four feet 
wide and as long as your own garden 
will allow it. Here in Holland they 
are anywhere from 15 to 100 feet 
long. The main thing is to have a 
ditch at both ends of your beds for 


Tulip Mascot: Dutch-American 

boy in traditional costume at 

annual Tulip Festival, Holland, 
Michigan. 
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drainage. Tulips, more than any 
other bulbs, need good drainage as 
they very easily drown, choke up and 
die in too’ much water. 

Also, lay out the bulbs according 
to their size,.and plant them in rows 
that are five to six inches apart. 

The depth of the beds should not 
be more than four or five inches. In 
other words, prepare the beds one 
spade deep. 

b. Place at bottom of the bed a 
thin layer of fertilizer—finely ground 
decomposed cow manure and straw— 
and mix it with the soil. 

c. Next spread a thin blanket of 
plain soil, on which then place your 
bulbs in distance according to their 


‘size. ‘To wit; twice or three times the 


size of the bulbs. 

d. Then, cover the bulbs up with 
the remaining soil—not packing it too 
much. 

e. For convenience and best effect, 
the same size bulbs and type of tulip 
should be in one group. — 

f. Lastly, to protect it against frost, 
wind and hail; cover it with straw or 
cane. This protective covering should 
be removed only when the danger of 

(Continued on page 46) 
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OW would you, or your Organic 

Gardening Club, like to accom- 
plish an invaluable conservation job, 
and at the same time provide a beau- 
tiful, natural recreational paradise for 
everyone in your community? 

The community forest is the an- 
swer. More and more towns, cities, 
schools and organizations are turning 
to it. For its advantages are numer- 
ous. It embraces practically all as- 
pects of conservation—erosion control, 
watershed protection, reclamation of 
waste lands, and timber conservation. 
It provides healthful outdoor recrea- 
tion amid glorious surroundings for 
old and young. And—few communi- 
ties will want to overlook this one— 
a community forest can bring in 
steady, dependable income for your 
town for literally centuries. 

This last point has made communi- 
ty forests popular in Europe since Bib- 
lical times. Zurich, Switzerland, proud- 
ly displays records on its famous Zihl- 
wald city forest dating back over a 
thousand years. A profitable thou- 
sand years, too. Indeed, in most Euro- 
pean countries, where 30 to 50 per 


on your 


Doorstep 


Dividends in Health, Enjoyment 
and Cash Await Enterprising - 
Communities 


By THOMAS POWELL (N. Y.) 


cent of all forests are in community 
ownership, the income from many 
town forests pays the entire tax bill 
of every family in that town! 


In America, Manchester, Vermont, 
boasts a 5,000-acre watershed forest 
that has an annual income of $30,000 
from sale of its timber. The 1,200- 
acre forest town of Oneonta, N. Y., 
has taken in $15,000 in recent years. 
More modest community forests, like 
the 500-acre one established by Penn 
State College on Mt. Nittany as a 
shrine for its graduates, can bring in 
$2,000 to $3,000 a year from sale of 
Christmas trees, cordwood, fence posts, 
pulpwood, and the like. 


But enthusiasts like best of all to 
stress the conservation angle. The 
most obvious use of forests—lumber— 
is a vital one. Our paper and build- 
ing industries, for instance, use 35 bil- 
liot. coard feet a year—which would 
make enough two-by-fours to go 
around the world 900 times! 


But this timber-hungry nation is 
still cutting down two trees for every 
one it plants. Forestry experts pre- 


Organic Gardening 


PVRADISE 
: 
Z 


dict we may run out of useful timber 
by the end of this century. 

A few-hundred-acres forest may not 
seem to make much of a bulwark 
against this danger, but double or 
triple the 3,000 community forests al- 
ready established on nearly 5,000,000 
acres, and you'll have quite a respect- 
able check-rein on our dwindling tim- 
ber reserves. Too, the example of a 
well-managed, income-producing for- 
est will encourage farmers and other 
woodlot owners to avoid wasteful, de- 
structive practices in their own woods. 

But it’s in guarding our soil and 
water, as any student of organics 
knows, the forests are most invaluable. 

Ever walk through a forest, and 
feel your feet sinking into its floor as 
if it were a deep, expensive rug? Like 
walking on a sponge, wasn’t it? And 
a sponge is just what it is. The for- 
est floor, a porous mat of dead leaves, 
twigs, and rich black organic matter, 


biologically active soil. Runoff 1s just 
about non-existent. 

Thus floods, and the erosion that 
carries away four and a half billion 
tons of precious topsoil annually, are 
licked in a forested region. So too is 
that crucial problem, the silting of 
reservoirs. Reservoirs without wood- 
land protection fill up with eroded 
soil faster than you can say, “Plant a 
tree!” The great Boulder Dam is ex- 
pected to silt to the top in 120 years, 
unless corrective measures are taken. 
One $2,000,000 reservoir near Waco, 
Texas, was found to be one-fifth filled 
with silt only six years after comple- 
tion. Studies by the Soil Conserva- 
tion Service show that 64 per cent of 
all U. S. reservoirs, thanks to silt from 
unforested watersheds, have useful 
lives of less than 100 years. 

We are faced with the twin prob- 
lems of water shortages aggravated by 
silted reservoirs, and periodic floods 


Forest Service 


Cordwood, pulpwood, fence posts, Christmas trees, lumber for public buildings—these mean 
a lighter tax load for every member of the cornmunity. 


soaks up even the heaviest rains. Its 
fertile, crumbly soil drinks up huge 
amounts of water, feeding it slowly 
into streams and reservoirs. It’s like 
pouring water on a deep, well-rotted 
compost heap; it just disappears, held 
prisoner in that wonderfully loose, 
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costing over a billion dollars a year. 
And we are coming to realize that 
vast, costly dams, levees and reservoirs 
are vulnerable without trees upstream 
to hold the water and soil. 
It’s here, on the bare, gullied land 
(Continued on page 44) 
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Speaking of Turnips 


A tender, leafy crop of fall turnips will stretch out 
the season for nutritious home-grown vegetables. 


By CHARLES E. BOOTH (Conn.} 


URNIPS are treated in the home 

garden very much the same as any 
other underground garden crop. One 
of the secrets of their good flavor is 
the rapid growing of this vegetable. 
For this rapid growth, a good soil 
with a heavy supply of organic matter 
and phosphate rock is essential 

A loose friable soil will prove satis- 
factory for raising this short season 
crop. Mulching the garden with grass 
clippings, hay and other organic 
mulches will further benefit the crop. 

The types and varieties are many 
and take on various sizes and shapes. 
Some are flat, some are round and 
still others are cylindrical. When 
grown under the same conditions 
though, they all taste practically the 
same. Included in the more common 
varieties are the Extra Early Purple 
Top, Golden Ball, Large White and 
Large Yellow Globes, Snowball, White 
Egg, Yellow Aberdeen, Early White 
Dutch, (a flat type) and Cowhorn 
which is cylindrical and grown mostly 
for cattle feed. 

Some gardeners may want to grow 
turnips for the tops alone. It is inter- 
esting to note that turnip tops are 
richer in Vitamin A, B,, and B, than 
the white or yellow turnip roots, and 
that the Vitamin C content is the 
same for both tops and roots. For 
this purpose, Seven Top and Shogoin 
are a good type to grow. There are 
several extra early types which are 
planted in the spring and harvested 
in early summer, but most gardeners 
favor the fall and winter varieties. 
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For the main crop, Purple Top is 
usually grown. 

Keeping in mind that the average 
home grower likes a good crop of 
winter turnips, he should be ready 
to sow the seed during the latter part 
of July or early in August. Never 
cover turnip seed with more than a 
quarter inch of soil as they are very 
small and the tender young plants 
are easily buried when there is a 
thicker layer of soil on top. Seed 
sown in August will produce a good 
fall or winter crop. The seed is sown 
in rows which should be 12 to 15 
inches apart. These late plants, left 
in the garden all winter, will bloom 
and set seed (broadcast, of course, by 
birds: and the wind) in the following 
spring. 

That part of the garden which is 
reserved for turnips should have a 
good supply of rotted manure worked 
in, but to fertilize those planted in 
summer is rarely necessary as there will 
normally be sufficient fertilizer resi- 
due held in the soil from the ‘phos- 
phate rock applied when the spring 
crop was sown. Turnips should, 
however, be dug before the first light 
frost. In the case of a mild winter, 
they can be left in the ground until 
after Thanksgiving Day. 

Although rapid growth is needed 
for this crop, it bears watching. The 
turnips should not be allowed to grow 
too large. If they are permitted to 
do so, they will become woody and 
stringy, and will be bitter-tasting if 
held in the ground too long. If the 
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soil is apt to be on the acid side, it 
might be best to sweeten it some with 
an application of lime at the rate of 
half to one pound to each ten square 
feet. 

If you desire to reserve some of the 
crop for winter storage it may be left 
in the ground until the first light 
frosts. The turnips should then be 
lifted, topped and stored in the base- 
ment. The Swede or rutabaga turnip 
is generally conceded to be the best 
variety for winter storage. If yellow 
turnips are preferred, plant American 
Purple Top. If white hold the family 
preference, try planting the Macom- 
ber for winter storage. 


The housewife has no trouble pulling out 
turnips from rows that have been mulched 
with grass clippings. 
Pace from Monkmeyer 


New Organic Gardening Clubs 


We extend a cordial welcome to five new Organic Gardening Clubs 
and wish them every success in their programs and work. 

Anyone wishing to initiate an Organic Gardening Club in a locality 
where none is at present in operation or in process of forming, should 
write us as we will gladly send information as to the manner in which 
we help organizers. Once a club is organized we send out a Monthly 
Project which gives a suggested activity for the month, as well as news 
of club activities across the States and Canada. 


Organic Gardening Group of Atlanta The Organic Gardening Club of Fallon 


Mrs. Charles T. Senay Mrs. Eva Miller 
645 Wilson Road, N.W. 197 E. Fairview 
Atlanta, Georgia Fallon, Nevada 
Essex County Organic Gardening Club We extend a special greeting to 
Mrs. Charles K. Senter those across the border: 


5 Dwinnells Street 


Conveland,, Organic Gardening Club of 
ancouver 
Organic Farming Club Mrs. J. K. Munro 
Mr. Henry Leitschuh 1855 West 12th Avenue 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota Vancouver 9, B. C., Canada 
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By J. |. RODALE 


Nitrate of Soda 


N our arguments against the use of 

artificial fertilizers we often stress 
the fact that the average chemical 
fertilizer, in addition to containing 
the nutrient to feed the plant, has 
something else in it which causes 
trouble. Superphosphate contains too 
much sulphur. Muriate of potash has 
too much of chlorides, while in nitrate 
of soda we have often maintained that 
the plant needs very little of the soda 
it contains.’ The soda piles up in the 
soil from yearly applications, com- 
bining with carbon, forming the com- 
pound, carbonate of soda, which is 
washing soda. This substance destroys 
the structure of the soil, causing it to 
pack and to harden. No critic of the 
organic method has ever questioned 
this statement. 

Now comes a news item in the New 
York Times during April, 1952, which 
gives indisputable proof that nitrate 
of soda has something in it which can 
become so hard that it can be used 
as a paving material. In the northern 
coastal plains of Chile where the 
nitrate of soda is mined, a hundred 
thousand tons is taken out annually 
and spread out in the process of ni- 
trate manufacture, leaving waste solu- 
tions which paved the desert soil to 
the hardness of concrete. As a result, 
the engineers of the Worthington 
Company of Harrison, N. J., who 
played a part in this discovery, have 
developed a new type of paving ma- 
terial out of Chilean nitrate which is 
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being used in South America to pave 
airport runways, super-highways and 
to build cement-like walls. 

Now, when we tell you not to use 
nitrate of soda because it will harden 
your soil, you had better believe us. 
If you want to pave your soil, it is 
cheaper to use cement. | 


Don’t Burn Organic Matter 


Each year dozens of serious acci- 
dents occur from innocent little fires 
set to burn dead grass, leaves or weed- 
infested fields. On June 4, 1952, in 
Grand Haven, Michigan, a cottage 
owner decided to be conservative in 
getting rid of a heap of dead grass, so 
he called three firemen to supervise 
the job. And were they humiliated 
when the blaze got out of control! 
The whole fire department of the 
town had to come to their rescue to 
subdue the blaze which threatened to 
cause thousands of dollars of prop- 
erty damage. 

It is much safer to put old grass 
to the use for which it was intended 
in the cycle of plant growth. 

Only a few miles away from our 
experimental organic farm in Febru- 
ary of this year another serious con- 
flagration calamity was narrowly 
averted. A farmer sold 60 tons of 
shelled corn, and piled the cobs in an 
open field to be burned as soon as 
weather conditions permitted; that is, 
on a day when the wind was blowing 
away from the farm buildings. He 
chose the evening of such a day but 
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after the fires were brightly burning 
the direction of the wind changed. 
Soon half a dozen fire companies were 
on the scene to subdue the fire. 

In the newspaper account of it, 
which I read, appeared a statement 
to the effect that the thirty volunteer 
fire companies in the Lehigh Valley 
have been urging farmers to ignite 
their rubbish in the daylight hours 
when flames are not noticeable at a 
great distance. But in our opinion, it 
is wrong for them to encourage the 
setting of any kind of fire. Imagine 
an organization whose purpose it is 
to fight and prevent fires, to actually 
suggest the making of a fire. We must 
begin to educate all fire-fighting or- 
ganizations to the value of conserving 
organic matter for return to the land, 
and not encourage that it be destroy- 
ed by burning. Our suggestion to loyal 
followers of the organic movement 
who live in rural areas is to present 
to their local firemen a copy of our 
book Compost and How to Make It. 
The fireman should be the best friend 
of the organic movement. We expect 
to contact the Board of Fire Under- 
writers in New York to discuss with 
them the value of a publicity cam- 
paign to conserve organic wastes, 
rather than to burn them up. The 
Board of Fire Underwriters is an or- 
ganization financed by the fire insur- 
ance companies to do everything in 
its power to keep fire losses low so 
that they will not have to pay out too 
much on fire insurance policies. Many 
a fire started by burning grass and 
leaves, has resulted in tremendous 


cash losses to fire insurance companies. 
I believe that when it is properly ex- 
plained to the Board of Fire Under- 
writers it will get behind a movement 
to publicize the dangers of destroying 
organic matter by fire. 


California Sawdust 


I see an announcement in a recent 
issue of New Agriculture that sawdust 
from sugar pine is being considered 
by the College of Agriculture of the 
University of California as a possible 
raw material for the manufacture of 
explosives and synthetic resins. Ac- 
cording to New Agriculture there can 
easily be isolated from sawdust or 
ground wood, the extract, called pini- 
tol, which would be a cheap substi- 
tute for materials now used. Mill left- 
overs, pine stumps and rotting logs 
are suggested as a good source of pini- 
tol. 

But why cannot the University of 
California use its influence to make 
an organic fertilizer out of this saw- 
dust? There is no shortage of raw 
materials for the manufacture of ex- 
plosives or synthetic resins. It is mere- 
ly a matter of finding a cheaper source. 
But the University of California does 
not realize that in appropriating such 
valuable organic material for use as 
explosives it is an accessory to a crime 
—it is contributing to a robbery of 
needed nutrients by the soil. Event- 
ually, there will be federal and state 
legislation which will make it a crime 
either to destroy certain types of or- 
ganic matter or to use it in any other 
manner than as a soil food. 


Visit the 


Open daily 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


RODALE EXPERIMENTAL FARM and the Country Store 


April Ist to October 30th 
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The 
Compost 
Bin- - - 


By C. F. CARPENTER 


ANY gardeners are quite set in 

their ways about how a compost 
bin should be constructed. Some pre- 
fer a compost pile, but for gardens 
where there is no space in which to 
hide a compost pile, the compost bin 
is obviously the best answer. 

The design of the compost bin is 
by no means uniform. We have illus- 
trated three different designs on these 
two pages as indicative of the best fea- 
tures of all bins we have seen. 

Bins should not have a concrete 
flooring unless a drainage system is 
provided which will drain off excess 
moisture to a sunken barrel which can 
later be siphoned off and used as 
liquid manure or, more specifically, 
liquid compost. Normally, compost 
bins utilize the soil surface as the 
flooring and this actually aids in de- 
composition of the organic matter. 
The top few inches of this flooring 
soil, too, may be removed when the 
bin is emptied and makes a nutrient- 
rich material. 

No matter what the type of bin 
finally constructed, it should protect 
the material from both rain and sun. 
The former would cause nutrients to 
leach away, and the latter would dry 
out the heap too rapidly. 

Those bins made with removable 
front boards have much in their favor 
for it is then easier to turn the com- 
post as well as to add fresh organic 
matter. Normally the entire heap 
should be well turned every three 
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weeks so that the decaying process 
may be uniform and the heat gen- 
erated will destroy any weed seeds. 

The long three-compartment bin 
illustrated at the top of this article, 
utilizes the first bin for fresh organic 
matter and, as this decomposes it is 
turned and put in the second bin, and 
the same rotation as in the hillside 
compost bin, described below, con- 
tinues. 

An unusually and attractive bin 
which will doubtless appeal to gard- 
eners. having a hillside location. An 
excavation is made to provide space 
for a series of bins to fit into the hill- 
side or slope. Each bin should be 
placed immediately below another, 
each has a lid and a sliding panel in 
front. The top bin obviously is filled 
first and, when the contents are ready 
for turning, it is a simple matter to 
draw the contents forward with a curv- 
ed fork and drop it, turned, into the 
next lower bin, repeating the perform- 
ance to the third bin when the freshly 
filled top bin is ready to be emptied 
into the second bin. While we have 
suggested an easy size, this will of 
course be increased by those gardeners 
who have large grounds and require 
a lot of compost. 

As an alternative to a wooden lid or 
one of tar paper on a frame, we have 
included a suggested design in a can- 

(Continued on page 58) 
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< Compost bin of hollow 
concrete blocks with 
three hinged lids, one 
for each compartment. 


Hillside compost bin> 

adapted to contour of 

land is made of seasoned 
wood. 


Attractive, practical compost bins may be made which will harmonize 

with the loveliest garden surroundings. No real gardener need now 

be without his own source of compost, and the making of it will 
not be an offense either to the eye or the nostrils. 


Canvas Cover in position 
heid by 2°x2" rail. 


Removable front allows > 
for free access for turn- 
ing material while open 
sides permit good air 
circulation. Simple roll- 
back canvas cover pro- 
tects the decomposing 
compost from sun and 
rain. 


3'3* 
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Chemical Soil Conditioners are not substitutes for organic matter, 
such as peat moss, according to Victor H. Reis, extension floriculturist, 
Ohio State University. He points out that peat moss would loosen and 
aerate 1,000 to 1,500 square feet of soil to a depth of more than six 
inches at about the same cost it would take to cover 40 square feet with 
chemicals. 


Hazards of vaporized insect exterminators were emphasized when 
the Virginia State Director of Health, Dr. N. H. Dyer, issued ominous 
warning to those who use insect control vaporizing devices in the home, 
and he emphatically stated that such sprays should not be used in home 
or sleeping quarters. Two hazards are presented: “A person can easily 
inhale a dangerous quantity of the spray, and when the vapor hits a cold 
object, such as cooking and heating utensils, it returns to the solid, 
leaving small particles which may be transmitted internally to the con- 
sumer.” 


Jap Beetle Effectively Controlled? Pitting Nature’s destructive 
forces against injurious insects is paying off commercially in Virginia, 
according to a Richmond newspaper. The Fairfax Bio-Lab of McLean, 
Va., working through garden and civic clubs, is inoculating grass with 
spores of milky disease and is effectively destroying Japanese beetle grubs. 
The spores cause a fatal epidemic disease among the grubs which has no 
effect on other forms of plant or animal life. The claim is made that the 
treatment never has to be repeated because the spores continue multiply- 
ing and spreading year after year. 


Million Pounds of Poisoned Wheat Seized in Minnesota. So far, 
seven box cars of wheat containing a mercury compound have been 
detained and Food and Drug Administration agents are searching for 
more. The wheat is colored pink by the mercury compound to mark 
it as wheat intended for seed, which is normal procedure, though one 
with which every organiculturist must disagree. In this case the pink 
wheat seed was shipped instead to millers and might also possibly get 
into the export market if it were not apprehended. With Court sanction 
the owners can get it back on posting a bond guaranteeing that the 
poison will be washed out when it can be used as animal food. 

e 

Twenty-two cows in one grave—mass burial was necessary when 
they died as a result of eating grass on which arsenic poison had been 
blown by the wind. The City-Council Health Department buried them 
in the pasture where they met their untimely death. 


Organic Gardening 


The World 


Weed-destroying herbicides from March 15th onward in the State 
of California are controlled and now come under the jurisdiction of the 
County Agriculture Commissioner from whom a permit for their use 
has to be obtained. This tightening of the reins in the control of herbi- 
cides was fired by growers of such crops as grapes, cotton, alfalfa, and 
tomatoes, when they complained of crop damage from drifting herbicides. 


Three Thousand Cattle Slaughtered during the past five years 
since the mysterious ““X disease” was first described five years ago. Symp- 
toms are a drying of the animal’s skin, its wrinkling to a horny, alligator- 
like appearance, and the victim dies within a few weeks. Dr. Dennis 
Skies, Staff Veterinarian, University of Texas Agricultural Experiment 
Station has now announced his discovery that chlorinated naphthalene 
compounds used in some oils and insecticides are a factor in causing the 
disease. 


Cuba Compost-minded. Elliott Roosevelt, well in with the Batista 
government, has put forward a proposal for the erection of four disposal 
plants, costing an estimated $1,600,000, to convert garbage into organic 
fertilizer. 


Dr. Firman E. Bear, Research Specialist in Soils, Rutgers Univers- 
ity, stated in a New York Herald-Tribune article recently that: “The 
best means of maintaining adequate supplies of trace elements in avail- 
able form in the soil is to provide plenty of compost, which often con- 
tains most of them in considerable amounts.” 


Orchard Sprayers—The British Medical Journal, May 10, 1952, 
asserts prevention rather than cure is the hallmark of the successful 
practice of occupational therapy. The British Ministry of Health has 
made arrangements for blood testing of those who use sprays in the fields, 
especially those spraying with dinitro-ortho-cresol, a weed killer, as some 
fatalities have been reported. A Bill now before Parliament may have 
the effect of making compulsory the medical supervision of agricultural 
workers in certain tasks. 


Scarce Minerals Affect Fruit Trees according to Dr. Albert P. 
Vanselow of U. of C. Citrus Experiment Station via Science News Letter. 
Soil elements so minute in quantity that their presence may only be 
determined by a spectrograph can adversely affect citrus and possibly 
other fruit trees... as little as 25 parts per million of nickel will reduce 
growth of an orange seedling. 


Ants are eredited with being the first insects used in biological 
control projects. Some species are harmful, but others wage war relent- 
lessly on injurious insects and fungi, and the U. of C. Experiment Station 
at Riverside, California, hopes to find and cultivate the beneficial species, 
colonize them, and move them to areas of incipient insect or fungi in- 
festation. 
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Winter 
Herb Garden 


By ELEANOR FOSTER CHALFIN (Va.] 


NY gardener, who is a real gar- 

dener in every sense of the word, 
obtains a great deal of enjoyment 
from his plants and finds their care 
neither exacting nor tedious. But to 
reach the apex of this thrilling pleas- 
ure is to have an attractive garden 
the year ’round. Planting herbs, which 
are sempervirens so to speak, is the 
easiest and nicest way of achieving 
this proud pinnacle. It is to be admit- 
ted, of course, that any nature lover 
receives an exciting lift of spirit when 
the first spring sprout is spotted in an 
otherwise drab situation. However, 
looking backward toward fall, the 
serious gardener feels an autumnal 
gloom when he put his favorite plants 
to bed for the rough months ahead. 
He will, no doubt, sigh over the bare 
spaces and the dull frost-browned 
perennials and long for the spring’s 
renewal. The gardener can be com- 
forted, however, by planning for an 
herb garden that will erase climatic 
doldrums. 


LAVENDER 


GREEN SANTOLINA 


Here, in the middle south, it is 
naturally easier to cultivate some of 
the herbs that are too tender for 
northern locations. Also, the milder 
periods of open weather and the few 
days of snow-covered ground, makes 
this a lucky location for the happy 
gardener. But those who do reside in 
northerly regions may take heart for 
there are herbs aplenty which will im- 
prove the dull landscape. Both prob- 
lems of dreary looking gardens and 
the dearth of bouquet material can be 
overcome by growing evergreen herbs. 

The following varieties that are 
suggested, have beauty months on end 
and besides their esthetic value, some 
are edible or scented, making a two- 
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GRAY SANTOLINA 


fold reason for being used. There are 
the gray and the green leafed herbs 
and the ones with winter stamina 
stand out like staunch soldiers in their 
brave uniforms of lovely tints. 


In the gray group we have woolly 
betony, also designated by the descrip- 
tive name of Lambs Ears. It has soft 
velvety foliage and makes a contin- 
uous mat suitable in height and tex- 
ture for edgings. It is prone to wan- 
der too far, sometimes, but is not 
harmed by judicious thinning. Next, 
there is gray santolina, commonly 
called Lavender Cotton. An aromatic 
plant of really outstanding beauty for 
all decorative reasons, it has, there- 
fore, all the essentials for our purpose. 


ROSEMARY 
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Grays and greens make lovely 


colors in winter gardens. 


Small plants will soon expand into 
mounds of pleasing proportions. The 
intricate shape of the foliage and the 
silvery appearance, makes this herb a 
highlight in the all-year garden. Eng- 
lish or French thyme, with grayish 
hue in winter, add a similar accent 
and give tasty, spicy seasonings for 
the kitchen cookery. The well known 
lavender, lavandula vera, when ma- 
ture attaining a height of about two 
feet, makes an important addition. 
This extremely fragrant herb needs 
no endorsement and has an endearing 
quality and many admirers. Southern- 
wood, growing to three feet tall, be- 
longs in the gray collection, though in 
earliest spring the new fronds give 
forth a hint of green. Although south- 
ernwood rarely blooms, it is of such 
an interesting form that it gives a 
specimen plant of the shrubby variety 
so desirable for the winter herb gar- 
den. 

Some of the artemisias are suitable 


(Continued on page 51) 
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* Trees or shrubs should not be 
fertilized in fall as it is apt to promote 
new growth which would be killed by 
winter cold. 

© Early varieties of turnips such as 
Purple Top Milan and Early White 
Milan, can be planted up to mid- 
September. Sparkler and _ Scarlet 
Globe radishes may be planted up to 
end of September. Tender Green or 
Mustard Spinach may be planted up 
to mid-September for October or No- 
vember harvesting and if left over in 
the ground will be available with the 
first good weather of early spring. 

® Bulbs for indoor forcing should 
be planted in pots and buried either 
in the cold frame or garden for the 
necessary period of root formation, 
i.e., Crocuses eight weeks; Daffodils 
and hyacinths ten weeks; Scillas six 
weeks, White Paper Narcissus four 
weeks, though the actual period will 
vary with weather conditions. Never 
bring the pots indoors until they are 
well filled with roots. 

® Most perennials should be divid- 
ed and transplanted as it gives them 
a chance to become established before 
winter. 

¢ The new lawn should be seeded 
by mid-September. 

¢ Chrysanthemum buds appear in 
September and at this time the plants 
require a lot of feeding and we recom- 
mend manure water; don’t wet the 
leaves or buds when watering; don’t 
neglect to stake and tie the plants 
against strong winds. Cut dahlia stalks 
to within six inches of the ground 
soon after the first frost. Dig the 
clumps, using a spading fork, turn 


these upside down to allow moisture 
to drain off, dry in sun and then store 
tubers in a dry place. It’s a good idea 
to pack them carefully in sawdust. 
® Crops which are to be harvested 
late in the year will benefit from an 
application of liquid manure. 


Nora Burglon (Washington) 

© Bulb iris should not be forgotten. 
It is one of the most gratifying of the 
bulbs for cut flowers. The fibrous kind 
are good to use on hillsides. Break up 
the day lily clumps now. Never mulch 
over the crowns. Ground limestone 
and bone meal are very acceptable to 
the entire lily family. Move tuberous 
begonias in before frost comes and 
allow them to keep on blooming in 
some sunny window. 

© Keep carrots and beets in moist 
sand. Allow inch or two of top to 
remain. Too wet and they will put 
out feeders, so be careful. Cucumbers 
should now be producing. Keep them 
well watered and pick them every day. 
Have a gallon jar of brine ready and 
get them into it promptly if you want 
good dill pickles. Bend tops of onions, 
twist the foliage and pull out of the 
ground so that only two or three roots 
hold onto the soil. When tops are 
dry, pull off. Unless you are planning 
on green tomato pickles, nip the flow- 
ers off the tomatoes. 

© Regarding strawberries: The 
Rock Hill used to be the best in our 
part of the country for fall produc- 
tion. It starts bearing when summer 
varieties cease, and keep producing 
until fall. Streamline and Superfac- 
tion are now considered the best that 
can be grown, requiring replanting 
of bed only once every four years. 
When re-planting use only those 
plants that subdivide from crown. 

© Cut ends of squash vines to with- 
in leaf of a fruit. The vines need 
much moisture now. Must be fully 
ripe and unblemished when stored. 

(Continued on page 56) 


Organic Gardening 


30 


Organic Gardening Clubs 


UR purpose in publishing a list of Organic Gardening Clubs, start- 

ing with this issue, arises from the fact that we have had many letters 
from our readers desiring either to join or start a club in their locality. 
For your convenience we have listed the states in alphabetical order, and 
the clubs alphabetically under the city name in heavy type. 


If there is an existing Organic Gardening Club near your home, it 
will be easy to contact the secretary. If none is in your immediate vicinity, 
then we will gladly send you information on how to start a club of your 
own. 


The club idea is excellent as it operates to the advantage of all 
members. The free exchange of information, personal experiences, 
illustrated talks by qualified lecturers, the showing of films, the visiting 
of gardens, all add to one’s experience and enjoyment of and in gardening. 


ALABAMA 
Birmingham Organic Gardening Club 
Mrs. Ursula M. Reidy 
111 South 60th St. 
Birmingham 6 


CALIFORNIA 
Foods for Life Organic Gardening Club 
Mrs. Eva LaMontagne 
610 E. Cypress St. 
Anaheim 


La Sierra Organic Garden Club 
Mrs. Peter Saratz 


4921 Strong Ave. 
Arlington 
The Beaumont Organic Gardening Club 
Mrs. Helen Wamsley 
662 Chestnut Ave. 
Beaumont 


Placer Organic Gardener Club 
Auburn 
Mrs. J. F. Morgan 
Route 1, Box 1476 
Colfax 


Los Angeles Organic Gardening & 
Nutrition Club 
Paul DeSouza 
Box 179 
Escondido 
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Organic Gardening Club of Tulare 
County 
Dr. Gordon C. Hackett 
422 Rocky Hill Drive 
Exeter 


Loma Linda Organic Gardening Club 
Mr. Wirt Lucas 
Loma Linda 


The Organic Plant Growing Society 
Mrs. T. R. Youderian 
533 W. 35th St. 
Long Beach 6 


Good Health-ers & Organic Gardening- 
ers Club 
Mrs. Agnes Z. Beaumont 
3567 S. Vermont St. 
Los Angeles 7 


San Fernando Valley Organic 
Gardening Club 
Mrs. F. M. Thomas 
12404 Weddington 
Los Angeles (North Hollywood) 


Organic Gardening Club of Santa Clara 
County 
Mrs. A. J. Drebling 
Quito Road, Box 649 
Santa Clara County 


Los Gatos 
(Continued on page 50) 
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Start Your Family N ow On The 


Yes, right now is the time to build up your resistance, to fortify your bodily vigor and ene 
in preparation for the.ravages of Winter. One way is by making certain that you are gett 
an adequate daily supply of the all-important Vitamins and Minerals. 


run-down "cold weather'’ feeling may be traced back to deficiencies caused by careless 
ing habits during Summer months? 


Remember: You cannot live on Vitamins alone. Neither can you live without them. Of cou 
the best source of vitamins is food. But often Summer diets lack the well-balanced men 
necessary for adequate vitamin intake. 


To protect yourself and your family from deficiencies which may endanger health . . . ¢ 
Falkner & May's MASTER FORMULA. Approved by a nationally-known testing laborat 
FalMay's MASTER FORMULA is made from 100% natural vitalized foods which contain 
the enriched elements the body craves. Helps build vigor and vitality, maintain buoyant go 
health. Ideal for both young and old alike. Try it... and see for yourself! 


May 

FALMAY Vitamin Products are Endorsed and ™ 

Recommended by BERNARR MACFADDEN Kp 

At the age of 83 this renowned physical culturist says: Md r 
“At last | can offer all my friends, students and readers a group of k 

vitamin products which | know to be pure, natural and organic. FalMay a 

vitamin products are made from only the finest ingredients which are gible 

laboratory tested and combined in such a way as to bring you the maxi- S at 

mum and most beneficial results: This group of products is the result of Lv 

my years of experience in this field. | sincerely hope that you feel as y 

well as | do, after using them.” —Bernarr MacFadden ens 
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Natural Minerals 


(All Combined In One Capsule) 


Natural B Comples | 


(Now with Vitamin B-12) 
Readers Digest calls it the ‘‘miracle vitamin” pderr 


Calcium Fluorine lodine 


Phosph M Chlori B-12. Now this wonderful new vitamin is ic 
S to Falmay All-Natural B Complex . . . to give 
j Sili a truly superior source of this vital factor. of 
Copper Magnesium st vigor and energy your body needs a full qugfress 
of Vitamin B factors. If there is a deficiency, @LMA 


Trace Minerals 


; r : tire easily, may feel listless and run down, e@est ; 
Natural minerals are important in your daily diet! 


though nothing is organically wrong. . . tural 


Doubly so if they are also organic and contain 
ALL the trace elements so beneficial to health. 
FalMay Natural Mineral is such a product. Pre- 
pared from unrefined edible Bone Meal (contain- 
ing the valuable bone marrow) and deep sea Pa- 
cific KELP. Rich, all natural formula. 


$ 3.00 


FalMay Natural B Complex-B-12 is a combina 1( 
of highly-concentrated primary yeast (about 4( 
times stronger than regular yeast) contai™imay 
Riboflavin, Thiamin, Niacin and all trace elemeg 1( 
natural to yeast, plus pure Vitamin B-12. 2C 
all natural product. ro 

5.00 
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MASTER FORMULA is an all-inclusive 
in-mineral supplement from natural sources 
_with the dramatic new factors: Wild Rose 
ks, purified edible Bone Meal and Vitamin B-12, 
cribed recently ian Reader’s Digest in a story of 
bd regeneration that has thrilled thousands. 


fs all-embracing natural formula brings the 
Bible precaution of a daily supplement of Vita- 
s and Minerals within reach of every family. 
Ww you can forego the many combinations and 
ens of tablets or capsules formerly purchased 
ao and receive them complete in FalMay’s 
STER FORMULA. 


Garlic Capsules 


(A Pure Natural Product 
tn medicine is rediscovering the many thera- 
ic values of this age-old remedy. Ask your 
or about the effectiveness of garlic for re- 
of high blood pressure and certain types of 
ress caused by ‘‘nervous stomach.” 


tural product. 
$1.50 
Garlic- Parsley Tablets: 


10:00 


ALKNER & MAY, ING, 


Multiple Vitamin-Mineral Formula for adults and children . . . 
made exclusively from 100% Natural vedee feos Foods 


FalMay's MASTER FORMULA is concentrated from the 
following FOOD sources: 
LIPOIDS, PURE CRYSTALLINE B-12, plus the healthful 
addition of: WHEAT GERM, WILD ROSE HIPS, PARS- 
LEY, ALFALFA, TOMATO, WATERCRESS, SPINACH, 
PIMIENTO, ORANGE (whole), LECITHINATED SOYA, 
and RUTIN from Buckwheat. 


YEAST, KELP, FISH LIVER 


It's all natural. 


DESICCATED LIVER @ BONE MEAL ® WILD ROSE HIPS 
AND THE AMAZING “RED” VITAMIN B-12 


Comes in an easy-to-take capsule. For small chil- 
dren merely lift top off capsule and add MASTER 
FORMULA to foods, cereal, milk. 


50 capsules ....... $ 3.50 
100 capsules ....... 6.50 
200 capsules ....... 12.00 
300 capsules ....... 17.00 
600 capsules ....... 32.00 
1000 capsules ....... 50.00 


Remember: Natural Vitamins and Minerals are 
best for you! So try FalMay’s All-Natural MASTER 
FORMULA. 


“Wheatone” Formula 


(New! Hormone Active) 


You know the value of Wheat Germ Oil . . . one 
of nature’s richest sources of the valuable vitamin 
E. Now... try FalMay “‘Wheatone” . . . a new 
and improved formula. 

Each capsule contains a full .64 mg. of Vitamin 
E with Known Hormone Activity. Comes in 6- 
minim oval capsules (twice the potency of the 
ordinary 3-minim capsule). Sealed for bee 


against deterioration and rancidity . . . and to 
safeguard potency. 
$2.00 


r Order Direct Postpaid © Complete Satisfaction Guaranteed ® Write for Quantity Prices 


Department 8-G 
1445 First Avenue, New York 21, N. Y. 
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The author writes from a wealth 
of experience in growing dates 
organically on 174 acres in 
California. 


Biblical Fruit 


Date culture, old as the Garden of Eden, takes on new life 
in California with American techniques and organiculture. 


By RUTH L. ANDERSON (Calif.) 


ATES have furnished mankind 

with a delicious food from the 
dawn of the world, but it is only just 
recently that their full nutritional 
value has been determined. 

Of fifteen different varieties grown 
in Arizona, all were found to contain 
measurable quantities of Vitamin A, 
B, and B,. For years, people have 
perhaps thought of this fruit merely 
as a dessert item—a desirable sweet— 
and have given little thought to its 
high nutritive qualities: 80 per cent 
sugar, three per cent fat, three per 
cent protein, together with mineral 
salts and vitamins, all of which add 
to its delectability and its food value. 

The date palm can be grown any- 
where in these United States where 
there is a hot, long-growing season, 
moderate winter temperatures and a 
low atmospheric humidity during the 
blossoming and ripening period. Cali- 
fornia leads in date production, with 
Arizona and Texas runner ups so, 
obviously, certain sections of our great 
Southwest are particularly adaptable 
for the growing of this luscious fruit. 
While the date probably originated 
in the countries of the Mediterranean, 
there is no question but that we can 
grow an equally good product here, in 
addition to which our methods of 
packaging greatly increase the eye- 
appeal and therefore the sale of dates. 

Arabs taught us first how to grow 
the date palm and now, with our mod- 
ern agricultural techniques and equip- 
ment, we are teaching them! And so 
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it is with much that has come from 
the Old World! 

Here in the New World there 
was in 1948* a total area of 5,225 
acres planted to dates, 3,600 acres 
were bearing fruit and the balance 
had not reached bearing age. In 
America, we make a practice of plant- 
ing date palms usually thirty feet 
apart, as their beautiful fronds take 
up much space while their feeder 
roots grow until they are interlaced 
to a considerable depth all through 
the soil. 

In California, Arizona and Texas, 
where “organiculture” is widely prac- 
ticed, it is the custom to bury the dead 
fronds and fruit stems from the pre- 
vious season’s growth in deep furrows 
between each row where they soon be- 
come part of the soil. Fertilizer from 
neighboring stockyards is also spread 
over the surface of the date garden, 
and is then disced under. A heavy 
crop of Hubame clover, cow peas, or 
some similar green fertilizer plant 
usually follows. The cover crops are 
then normally turned under during 
May or June. 

Date palm culture has turned what 
was once all virgin desert land into 
fertile ground. Worms were introduc- 
ed into the groves to make possible 
a vitalization of the soil and have 


quickly adapted themselves to con- | 


ditioning and maintaining the soil’s 
porosity. 
Since the date palm must have its 


“head in the sun and its feet in the 
* Latest available figures.—Ed. 
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(a) Female pollen is encased in protective sheath. 
bees are not attracted to the blossoms. (c) Luscious, nutritious dates in 50-pound clusters, 


(b) Dates must be hand pollinated since 


ready for harvesting. 


water,” date gardens are irrigated regu- 
larly about every two weeks during 
the spring and from every ten to 
twelve days during the summer. Dur- 
ing the ripening season the irrigation 
program is slowed down to about 
once a month. The heavy application 
of water during the growing season 
helps to make plant food available 
more quickly and develops a very high 
quality date. 

The date palm, of which there are 
many varieties, is propagated by re- 
moving the young offshoots from the 
base of the palm and transplanting 
in orchard form after they have estab- 
lished a root system of their own. If 
you try planting a single date seed, it 
may germinate, but the resulting 
plant may originate a new variety; 
seldom will it produce its kind. You 
may be doomed to disappointment, 
too, as for every stray seed so planted 
the chances are estimated to be 100,- 
000 to 1 that it will produce a bear- 
ing date palm. Therefore, commercial 
growers can only obtain uniform 
plantings of a specific variety by plant- 
ing offshoots. 

The date palm is technically known 
as a dioecious tree, which in lay lan- 
guage means one tree bears male flow- 
ers, which supply the pollen, and an- 
other bears the female flowers, which 
develop into fruit. It is necessary to 
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have both male and female trees ob- 
viously in order to mature dates. The 
blooms are protected in a spathe ap- 
pearing behind a leaf axis in the 
crown of the palm. As the bloom de- 
velops the spathe bursts open. Pol- 
lination must take place within the 
next four to six days. Bees, unfortun- 
ately, are not attracted to the fruit 
blossoms so workers must take care of 
this operation by hand as each fruit 
spathe bursts into bloom. One of the 
improvements made by American 
growers is that they can now regulate 
ripening, due to their improved meth- 
ods in artificial pollination. Palms 
bloom over a period of about ten 
weeks. 


The fruit develops through the 
long, hot summer months, in clear air, 
free from pollution. When the dates 
reach the size of olives, they are thin- 
ned out. Each cluster is then covered 
with paper protectors to safeguard the 
fruit against rain or moisture; one 
drop of rain actually can ruin a 50 
pound cluster of dates so, while the 
added work and expense of placing 
protective coverings lessens profits, it 
pays off in a full crop. In the fall 
when the dates ripen, they are really 
nuggets of concentrated sunshine. In 
full production, a mature date palm 
will yield on an average of 200 pounds 

(Continued on page 55) 
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“NEVER SAW SUCH STUFF 
IN MY LIFE!” 


“| simply broadcast the contents of the ActivO 
can over a patch of wheat | had sowed for green 
manure this spring. | have, at the moment, wheat 
that stands four feet high which | am cutting for 
rabbit green feed. Never saw such stuff in all 
my life.” RHR, Fayette, Ohio. 

(ActivO can be used direct on virtually all seils quite 

profitably. It exerts a dynamic energizing, balancing, 

conditioning, sweetening force that most soils need.) 


TRY IT IN POTTED-PLANT SOILS 


“| have tried ActivO in some fifty flower pots 
and am delighted with the results."’ A.B., Timber 
Lake, South Dakota. From Holly Hill, Florida: 
“ActivO worked wonders on the pot plants”... 
And from Oklahoma: ‘‘Can’t get along very well 
without it. Used some in my African Violets and 
they sure are blooming. Use it in making com- 
post also.’’ Writes a Connecticut organic ferti- 
lizer processor: ‘“‘When ActivO was added to our 
fertilizer used by florists in media for seedlings 
and for rotted cuttings, there was much less 
damping off.”’. . .“‘Never saw such blooming,” re- 
lates a garden authority, who mixed ActivO with 
potting soil for fuchsias. A Virginia nurseryman 
who penned, when he first tried it, ‘Say, this is 
good stuff. We tried it in potting soil. Wow! !,” 
now uses living, graphic demonstrations of what 
— oe in soil to encourage his customers 
© use it. 


(You don’t need s: tie chemical soil conditioners— 
ing or soil-building values—when you have ActivO. 


Most economical way to use ActivO in your dress- 
an . the best garden 


."’ writes Mrs. KS, Worthington, Min- 
nesota. ‘‘Still picking strawberries from a muleh- 
h; not one weed.’’) 


OTHER GROWERS SWEAR BY IT 


_When commercial growers and professionals 
find a product profitable, you can be sure that 
there's nothing better for your home garden. 
“Had wonderful results with your products last 
year. | want this for commercial use. | got early 
tomatoes, and solid, to the market first last 
year,”’ says a Rahway, New Jersey grower.... “‘l 
had more wonderful results with ActivO last year 
on my tomatoes, beans and okra. Some of the 
~~ pave were over seven feet tall with lots 
of fruit!” 


(ActivO is a moist, rich humus teeming with billions 
of Nature’s own virile organisms, vitemton, hormones, 
used ag quick, superior com 


GOOD FOR EARTHWORMS 


“Have been raising earthworms for some time 
with the use of ActivO with wonderful results.” 
—EFM, Dallas, Texas. ‘At present time | have 
about 50,000 earthworms in my basement. They 
eat garbage very nicely. But | want something | 
can handle faster for making compost and Ter 
worm-food, also; and the composter cabinet 
sounds fine. Have been using ActivO for several 
years and it works wonders.”—Mrs. CH, Whea- 
ton, Ill....Have a compost bed made June 16 
with ActivO; not turned a single time, nor water- 
ed, nor given attention. This morning, less than 
60 days later, it is like black velvet. The top 
4 inches look like pure earthworm castings; and 
it is teeming with worms. | did not put a single 
worm in it.”—MB, Opelika, Alabama. 


(See page 37 for information on where 
te order ActivO or Composter Cabinets.) 


With the Editor 


Systemic Sprays 


(Continued from page 11) 


of food eaten by the public will carry 
a quota of poison distributed in every 
cell of it. 

The U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture, at the time Systox was announc- 
ed, advised that the systemic types of 
insect poisons were definitely not for 
use on edible crops, although it did 
state that some day it might be recom- 
mended for such crops. If that day 
ever comes it will be the most formid- 
able blow ever struck against the in- 
terest and the health of our citizenry. 
It will be the biggest step yet taken 
towards race suicide through the steri- 
lization of the reproductive functions 
of man by the irritating effect of these 
harmful systemic chemicals upon 
them. 

The experts say that systemic in- 
secticides do not remain long inside 
a plant and that if you wait a few 
weeks after fruit and vegetables have 
been treated, they will be safe to eat. 
But in the same breath they state that 
the systemic insecticides last three to 
four times longer than ordinary pois- 
ons. I have seen so many of these 
sales talk statements prove to be false 
that I do not trust this one. I do not 
think that all of this poison will be 
excreted by the plant, and if it does, 
what effect will it produce on the 
plant’s tissues while it is tarrying in 
its midst. And who is going to fence 
in all the orchards and farms to keep 
innocent wayfarers from this deadly 
produce before the poison is excreted? 

The company that makes Systox 
states that its investigations have 
shown that bees tapping the nectar of 
plants treated with this systemic poi- 
son were not affected by it. Perhaps 
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they were not affected outwardly or 
immediately, but careful study might 
indicate that they are less healthy. 
They might become lethargic and pro- 
duce less honey. And did the Pitts- 
burgh Coke and Chemical Company 
check on the quality of the honey pro- 
duced by these bees? Does it contain 
a residue of these poisons? 


Farm Chemicals magazine in its 
June, 1952 issue says that Systox is 
approximately as toxic to mammals 
as Parathion, and brother, Parathion 
is extremely toxic, having in only a 
few years time killed many orchard- 
ists who were applying it to their trees. 


A newspaper states that Systox will 
save the nation’s farmers millions of 
dollars worth of crops a year, but I 
might add, it might cause the people 
who eat Systox-treated foods, tens of 
millions of medical and hospital costs. 
Business is in the form of a monetary 
equation and we must not fail to 
study that formula in its every aspect, 
paying attention to both sides. The 
agricultural press wildly acclaims this 
new product mouthing the prepared 
statements of the manufacturer to the 
effect that the product is not danger- 
ous to human beings in the quantity 
present in the harvested crop. But if 
it is added to all the food preserva- 
tives, all the germ killers, the ben- 
zoates of soda, the chlorine and alum 
in water, the sodium nitrite in frank- 
furters, the chemicals in bread and 
in every item of food on the daily 
menu, what then would be the total 
cumulative effect? The Pittsburgh 
Coke and Chemical Company, I am 
sure, has not made such a test. 


This is a situation that calls for 
immediate action. The public must 
speak out boldly and at once. It must 
write to congressmen, senators, news- 
papers, agricultural colleges and the 
Pure Food and Drug Administration, 
asking that an unqualified ban be 
placed on this type of insecticide, even 
for ornamental plants, because there 
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NOW 


You Can 
Make Rich 
Compost 
All 


Year! 


This ingenious Composter Cabinet pro- 
duces, continually, valuable organic plant 
food from waste . . . indoors, in basement 
or garage... Ready-built, or you can 
build easily from simple plans. 


1444 cu. ft. 
compost yearly. Paint- 
ed 


ZACTIVO PROCESS 14. 


Enclosed, Rush following: 
=] GARDEN MAGIC Cabinet complete, $59.50, FOB 
southern Minnesota. 


=( ActivO No. 7, for 1300-1700 ibs. compost, $2.84, 
with Cabinet plans—p’pd. 


$C ActivO No. 50, for 3 tons compost, with FREE 
= cabinet plans, p’pd., $13.95. 


* ActivO will be delivered from nearest dealer. 


Your Own ODORLESS 
FERTILIZER FACTORY 
ry 
il- 
of 
id 
ay 
d- 
n- 
Special summer re- 
duced price om ready- 
built cabinet. Save 
| $10.50! 
ns Plans for building 
se FREE with Nos. 25, 
50, and 100 sizes of 
yn Activo. 
n- Ray, 
WwW rfive-treated inside. 
° A child can operate it! Just toss in table and kitchen 
ve seraps, leaves, grass, sawdust—any vegetable or animal 
waste—and after 3 to 4 weeks start te shake down continu- 
it. al supply ef humus into handy drawer... loads of seil- 
builder for potted plants, garden and lawn. The secret is 
at ActivO—the only activator you need, and ONLY ACTIVO 
gives you this quick, odorless, continuous 
to process....A cabinet builder has made 
limited-time price of only $59.50 (regular- 
is- ty $70) for nentemety built model. Or, if anes 
you want te build plans and 
se complete list of materials are only 35¢ ad- Lowry 
ditional with Nos. 2 and 7 sizes of ActivO, [i@Eh 
or FREE with the larger sizes... . A won- et 
se Gerfully practical gift for yourself, 
ot or a special friend. Send coupon NOW. aa 
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are too many uneducated farmers and 
truck gardeners who will be tempted, 
in bootleg fashion, to use it on food 
crops if they can purchase it for orna- 
mental use. I say again that our read- 
ers must take immediate action to 
protect the public. It must be brought 
up for discussion in public forums 
and at parent-teacher meetings. The 
public has an inalienable right to eat 
unpoisoned food, and industry must 
learn to make profits without infrin- 
ging upon that right. 

I am horror stricken as I observe 
the activities of these conscienceless 
chemical companies—truly organiza- 
tions without souls, coldly proceeding 
with their devious money-multiplying 
devices, regardless of the effect it has 
upon peoples’ health I am shocked, 
and never have I been so shocked be- 
fore. Chemical fertilizers are bad, but 
the chemical fertilizer companies do 
not ask you to eat them! But Systox 
and now Pestox and a hundred other 


competitors are chafing at the bit in 
order to force their share of this new 
poison down the public’s gullet. 

I cannot emphasize this warning 
sufficiently—we are in the greatest 
danger we have ever been. It is worse 
than a miltary war. The public must 
become aroused and act at once to pre- 
vent this disaster from overtaking us. 

Of late we have been leading the 
world in finance and to a certain ex- 
tent in science. Many countries look 
to us for inspiration in regard to in- 
novations in technology and culture. 
If we begin to use these systemic 
poisons many nations will undoubted- 
ly blindly follow in our footsteps, and 
are we ready to accept the responsi- 
bility for the possible ruinous effects 
of such false leadership? We must 
be careful what we do, not only for 
our own sake, but for the sake of the 
effect it has on the rest of the world. 
We must cast out this idea before it 
takes strong root. 


MACHINES FOR BETTER GARDENS 


Prepare all organic materials for rapid composting 
money-back guarantee 


And Estates 


Send cash with all orders 


MAC ENGINEERING CO., Dept. O, Lewisburg, Pa. 


MECO HEAVY DUTY 
For Large Gardens 


Meco Leaf Shredder 
letured above) . . . especl: 
te eut Sainte, but 
wastes. Converts leaves 
ate rapid-com mg leaf 
Without mo with 


and” 


MECO 
MULCH CUTTER 
outs all kinds of 


nr 


\ 
An expertly engineered shredder 
ef large Will reduce 
all types of material... garbage, 
- leaves, stalks, hay, straw, vines, 
ote. ... fine quick com- 
posting muich.* 
abe ACCESSORIES 
AY 7 moter ....$34.00 
8 ve 4 wheels and handle .... 10.00 
q Weight ............. 230 Ibs. 
MECO 
Compost Starter 
Best by test of all 
Acts on 
als including gar- 
bage, manure, saw- 
dust, sewage, ieaves. 
Deoderizes within 
posts within weeks, 
contains trace sle- 
$ 00 
115. waste, corn staiks, 
: and tomate vines, 
hedge elippin heavy 
— $38.00; with motor 
and bandic 890.06 
F.0.8. Lewlebers, Pa. 
38 Organic Gardening 


a | 


City with 
Golden Garbage 


(Continued from page 13) 


need for a cheap supply of natural 
organic matter. The gradual deple- 
tion of our soil’s organic reserves, and 
the attempt to make up for it solely 
by increasing the use of chemicals has 
long worried agriculturists. Without 
any organic matter to anchor the top- 
soil, farm lands can become dust 
bowls. 

“No one plant can do this job,” 
Pfeiffer points out, “but if all U.S. 
garbage were processed each year, we 
would have about 30,000,000 tons of 
compost, enough to fertilize 10,000,- 


000 acres of land. And garbage dumps 
would just about disappear.” 

He sees the Oakland project as a 
showcase, not only for farmers, but 
also for cities seeking a solution for 
the problem of garbage disposal. The 
Oakland compost now costs $34 a ton, 
but Pfeiffer expects even this price, 
comparable to conventional fertilizer 
costs, to go down as production ex- 
pands. Since January the plant has 
been converting 100 to 125 tons of 
garbage a day, and expects to pro- 
duce a minimum of 60,000 tons of 
compost during the coming year. 


Company Formed 

No such rosy optimism existed in 
the fall of 1950, when the plant began 
operations under the resounding name 
of Compost Corporation of America. 
Seven stockholders—mainly paper pro- 
cessors who saw a promise of a new 
pulp supply from the garbage—were 
persuaded to spend a total of $150,000 


@ ASK YOUR DEALER 
TO DEMONSTRATE 


ARIENS 
Gardencer 


@ MADE BY THE 
MAKERS OF ARIENS 
TILLERS AND TILLI- 
VATORS. 


Front mounted rotary 


inch tillage; up to 6 inches 


135 CALUMET ST. 


KILL WEEDS...CULTIVATE 
WITHOUT HAND HOEING! 


attachments, (shown at right), for year ‘round 
WRITE FOR DETAILS. 


COMPANY 


BRILLION, WIS. 
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TRULY RODENT-PROOF 


COMPOST 
BIN 


All 


@ Circular construction, 4 ft. diam., Z ry high. 

@ Sets on corrugated, galvanized steel base. 
Provides perfect drainage, allows aeration, 
keeps rats out. 


@ Finished post easily d by lifting 
bin off compost pile. 
@ Makes practical ting of kitchen vege- 


_ waste, grass clippings, leaves, etc. 
@ Shipped unassembled 


$ 4 95 


Send check or money order. 


STEEL, INC. 


919 Ninth St. Minneapolis 14, Minn. 


5-HP Gravely Tractor 
powers 20 every lawn, garden, 
and field job edsier, better! All-gear drive, 
Reverse. New “Power vs Drudgery”’ 
let FREE. Write for it today! 


GRAVELY: 


BOX 848 DUNBAR, W.VA. 
FIELD-TESTED FOR 31 YEARS 


Clean Chimneys Permanently 


Stops down draft and Creosote, prevents 
furnace explosions. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
This metal pot, (with character). Mail- 
able. For free booklet (PAC) address, 
WIG., ABINGTON, MASS. 
SAVES up to much FUEL 


to start the company, which is known 
in Oakland as Comco. Richard Stov- 
roff, the Buffalo businessman, was 
named president. Stock on hand in- 
cluded an unlimited supply of garb- 
age and several test tubes filled with 
hungry bacteria. 
* * * 

The scientist, Pfeiffer, managed and 
helped develop a model experimental 
farm at Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, 
on a former private estate where prize 
tomatoes were grown in winter in 
what had once been a palatial solar- 
ium. Then he bought his own farm 
near Chester, New York. What he got 
for the modest amount of cash he 
could raise was a primitive farmhouse, 
260 stony acres and a herd of 40 cattle, 
which, it soon developed, were riddled 
with the dread Bang’s disease. 

This was the kind of challenge 
Pfeiffer liked. It gave him a chance 
to test his soil theories at the “dirt 
farmer” level. “You can’t prove any- 
thing with a farm that’s subsidized 
and loaded with gadgets that the aver- 
age farmer can’t afford,” he says. 

Within two years he had restored 
his land with scientific composts, fed 
the grain grown on it to his cattle and 
completely cured them without medi- 
cation. “They cured themselves,” he 
recalls. “We just provided the proper 
nutrition and care.” 


Bacteria Formula 

Pfeiffer knew by the statistics that 
the organic humus content of U.S. 
soil is decreasing to the danger level. 
Yet there was a treasure of organic 
matter in many waste products like 
garbage—if a swift method of convert- 
ing them could be found. There was 
one important clue. In Europe, farm- 
ers for centuries have used various 
wild plants like nettle, dandelion and 
valerian to produce a quicker break- 
down and stabilizing of manures and 
composts. Did the secret lie in some 
bacteria which such plants breed? 

He found that in digestive tracts 
from 25 to 30 per cent of the mass was 
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bacteria. The bacteria digest and 
breakdown food, and would go on 
breaking it down until nothing was 
left, except that other bacteria take 
over and convert what remains into 
minerals and proteins needed by the 
body. Wild nettle and such plants 
contain hormones which cause a simi- 
lar action to take place in the soil. 

A year after he began his research 
he had with him the formula he 
sought. To put it to work, he opened 
his own laboratory over a_ rented 
garage. That laboratory has now 
grown into a spacious building set in 
the peaceful woodlands of Spring Val- 
ley. 


Pfeiffer’s Thrilling Moment 


Recently Pfeiffer flew to Oakland to 
have a look at his brain child. Al- 
though he derives no personal profit 
from Comco (his laboratory in New 
York gets a small royalty for the use 
of the bacteria), the scientist behaved 
like a man just awarded an extra 
bonus. For on that day, he was in- 
formed Comco was handling a quar- 
ter of Oakland’s daily garbage—about 
100 tons. The mountainous piles pre- 
sent a weird spectacle on the San Fran- 
cisco Bay landscape. 

In less than a week, as the decom- 
position is completed, the piles shrink 
in size and cool off. But during the 
digestive period, new, food-building 
bacteria have begun to grow. Their 
function, as in the life process itself, 
is to use the decomposed matter to 
build living organic matter, store up 
nutrients in their mass to be used by 
growing plants, and change basic ele- 
ments so they can be absorbed into 
plant roots. 

On the Pfeiffer farm, grain-fields 
and a lush truck garden are fertilized 
entirely from former garbage. Curi- 
ously, there is almost no sign of in- 
sects, although no insecticides are 
used. 

Pfeiffer does not find this remark- 
able. The 800-acre farm which he 
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Works the Soil—Not You! 


COMPLETE PREPARATION—ONE OPERATION 

One Merry Tiller demonstration baer 

need garden. Saves hours 


en tractor. bes up to 
any of soil— 
fi guaranteed. 

DOES MANY OTHER JOBS 
Full line of attachments avail- 
able at low cost for mowing with 
sickle bar or your lawn mower, 

P., 


4- 
po motor. Sturdy worker 

out performs 
tillers many 
times larger 
and heavier. 


Ask For 


See the Merry 
Tiller work the 
i close 


soil, weed 

to shrubs and i 
plants. Test 

ease of finger Poni 
tip controls. 


Get Free Folder! 
Write: 

MERRY Skinner 
P.O. Box 1835, Seattle 11, Woshington 


ANY GROWING CONDITION IS YOURS 


GREENHOUSE 


® Ideal for back yard gar- 
dens. Ezyrected Green- 
houses are economical, 
® attractive, and easy to 
erect. Made of redwood 
and aluminum~no rust, 
no rot. Variety of types 
and sizes to fit your 
space. Shipped in fabri- 
cated sections, including 
glass, ready to assemble 
on your foundations. 


FREE CATALOG 
ON REQUEST 


GREENHOUSE 
COMPANY 


1506 W. Rosedale 


100 TULIPS 


Fort Worth, Texas 
BLOOMING 
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ROSE HIPS 


A natural source of Vitamin 
“C” Complex, Rutin and 
stomachic principles ... in 


two forms. 


C-VIT-ALL 


Natural C Complex tablets. 
Contain 30 mg. or 600 units 
natural ascorbic acid plus 
Rutin and other members of 
the C Complex. 
C-YITSAan, ROSE HIPS Extract is a Schiff 
U.S.A. Exclusive and the highest 
ae we per tablet of any Rose Hip 


30 tablets (Months 
90 tablets 

SCHIFF ROSE HIPS TEA is deliciously geouns 
with Sweet Wood to make a health- 
ful brew. ee digestion, pro- 
vides sixty times as much Vitamin 
or in 3 
ay regularly for 


4 ox. $1. 1 tb. $3. 

Good dietary food stores have Schiff products or 

will order them on request. Order direct postpaid 
if unavailable. 


SCHIFF 


Dept. 8-0C ersey City 3, N. J. 


The 


including The Gardener 
THE JOURNAL OF ORGANIC HUSBANDRY 
Illustrated Quarterly 
Britain’s organic 
with a world appeal. 
@ Regular articles by leading exponents of organic 
farming and gardening in all parts of the world 
@ Natural treatment of human and animal disease 
@ Farmers Wife Section 
Official Journal of the Whole Food Society 


Edited by TURNER on the farm. Take 
ge of oe h rate ‘ose subscribe now 
$1.50 a year post free. 
THE FARMER, (0. G.) Goosegreen Farm, Bridgwater 
Somerset, England 


Tobacco Habit 


If you want to stop smoking and just 
can’t, try world-famous No-TO-BaACc 
Lozenges. See how quickly No-To-Bac 
may fo 4 stop your craving for tobac- 
co. Rush $1 to No-To-sac, for 7 days 
supply. (For heavy smokers—16 days’ 
supply—$2.) guaranteed 
or money back. Wri 


NO-TO-BAC 


DEPT. OG HEWLETT, NEW YORK 
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managed in Holland required neither 
chemical fertilizers nor insecticides, 
yet had one of the best dairy herds in 
Europe. Wheat yields reached 100 
bushels an acre, among the highest 
recorded anywhere in the world. The 
farm’s produce was so nutritious that 
in a survey the 700 families who lived 
off it reported they needed only two- 
thirds of what they once ate to satisfy 
their needs. 


Crops That Resist Insects 


Pfeiffer credits this to the scientific 
composts used, which in turn produc- 
ed healthier, more nutritious crops. 
Crops grown in a robust soil are better 
able to resist insect attacks; an ex- 
ample is the 1,000-acre Malabar Farm 
of author-farmer Louis Bromfield, 
which depends largely on composted 
organic matter and requires no in- 
secticides. 

Pfeiffer declares that plants which 
get no organic matter and are fed ex- 
clusively on chemicals are somewhat 
like unhealthy people who grow fat 
on sugars and sweets. According to 
research done at the Missouri Agricul- 
tural Experimental station, the plants 
produce an unbalanced amount of 
carbohydrates (sugar) at the expense 
of protein and trace minerals. Insects, 
he says, prefer these “sweet” plants 
and are able to attack them more 
easily. The plants, in turn, provide 
less nourishment to humans. 

No man to rest on his laurels, Pfeif- 
fer zestfully welcomes the stream of 
inquiries which arrive in the mail 
each day from an increasing number 
of U.S. cities, and from farther afield 
as well. A Mexican firm wants to set 
up a nation-wide composting plant, 
and farm organizations in Australia 
and New Zealand have invited him 
for a demonstration tour there next 
ear. 

The busy scientist has accepted the 
latter invitation, as well as requests 
from the Indian and Nationalist Chi- 
nese governments to visit India and 
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Formosa for what may well be the 
crowning achievement of an already 
notable career: to demonstrate how 
his bacteria can make human fertilizer 
safe for composting. Such waste mat- 
ter is now a main source of fertilizer 
in both countries, but it is also a main 
source of epidemic infections, because 
it carries typhus and other germs. 

Sanitary human fertilizer, produced 
by trained bacteria, has already been 
developed by Pfeiffer in his laboratory. 
It is exactly like the Oakland compost. 
Used on a wide scale, it may well save 
millions of lives in undeveloped coun- 
tries and change the economic course 
of history. 


Garden Gadget 


Now that we are faced with picking 
fruit, let’s do it the easy way. Take 
two step ladders and place them the 
width of the tree apart, putting a 
wide board between the topmost 
rungs of both ladders so that a plat- 
form is formed. Lower the platform 
as required. You'll find this simplifies 
picking fruit as one doesn’t have to 
keep on moving a ladder around, and 
a whole side of a tree can be picked 
in one operation. 
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You can GROW MORE 
you can GROW BIGGER 
end HEALTHIER: 


RUHM'S 
Super Fire 
PHOSPHATE ROCK 


For Prices end Full information write: 


AUSTIN FEED & SEED CO., Chattanooga, jenn. 
FRED P. BIERER, Box 28, Ames, lowa. 
BRYAN & SHEFFER, Portland, Indiana 

PAUL V. DEAN, McBaine, Missouri 
ENGLEWOOD FARM-NURSERY, Muskegon, Mich. 
HERBERT RICHARDSON, Tuscola, III. 

RALPH W. RIKER CO., Lansing 15, Michigan 
OHN A. SALZER SEED CO., LaCrosse, Wis. 
INGER BROS. NURSERY, Milwaukee 12, Wis. 
SOILSERVICE,, Townsend,, Massachusetts 
VAUGHAN’S SEED STORE, Chicago 6, IIlinois 
FRED A. VEITH, Cheviot, Cincinnati, Ohio 

CARL W. WESTLING, Hartville, Ohio 


ST. AUGUSTINE GRASS 


Makes the world’s most beautiful lawn, a padded hea 

carpet, green year around. Thrives in dense shade as well 
as sun. It pushes all other grass and weeds out. Requires 
little mowing. You stick the twigs among other grass 
and weeds and it spreads fast. It will survive freezing 
weather. Now is time to plant. 1 Bu. ae about 400 
Sq. ft. twigs 8 inches apart. $3 per bu. Order now. 


NATIONAL NURSERIES, Dept. 22, Biloxi, Miss. 
P.S. Free colorful catalog on C. lias & Azaleas. 


HyperHumus 


ORGANIC CONCENTRATE 
Makes the Good Earth Better 


Nature's Finest Soil Improver 
HYPER-HUMUS is a compos organic, 
derived from a superior deposit of sedge 
peat. Ready for immediate mixing with 
your soil. Use freely for better LAWNS, 
Flowers, Vegetables, Shrubs and Trees. 
Ask your Garden Supply Dealer for 
HYPER-HUMUS in Seal-Packed Bags. 

25, 50, 80 and 100 Ibs. 
Write us for helpful folder 19 


HYPER-HUMUS CO., Newton, N. J. 
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Sunflower Stalks 3” Thick 
Fail to Slow the KEMP 
POWER SOIL and COMPOST 

SHREDDER! 
tection "thick, y 


flower stalks were quickly and thoroughly 
shredded by a Kemp at a demonstration in 


Black N. C. 


The speed of the 
Kemp saves hours 
of costly labor— 
actually pays for 
itself in a short 
time. Soil or com- 

t texture is ad- 
justable. Models 
range from 2 cu. 
yds. and up ca- 
pacity per hour; 
may be gas or 
electric driven or 
your own wer 
Attachment shown shreds leaves take-off. Write for 


and other organic matter . 
full information to: 


Dealer Territory Open 
KEMP MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


Dept. 4, 1027 E. 20th Street Erie, Pa. 


| YOU CAN HAVE 
HEALTHY VIGOROUS PLANTS 
THE EASY WAY ex 


FOR LAWNS AND GARDENS 
@ Apply Direct to the Soil 
@ Mix in the Compost Heap 
@ FEED TO EARTHWORMS 
An essential material for the Organic Gardener 
. A slow-acting, long-lasting energizer that 
increases and replenishes the organic content of 
the soil . . . Improves soil texture . . . absorbs 
and retains plant-nourishing moisture . . . helps 
decomposition of soil break-up into humus. . 
binds sandy soils . . . loosens clay soils. 
Packed in Handy 50 Lb. Bags. !f your dealer 
cannot supply you we will ship direct to you. 
Freight prepaid east of Mississippi River. (Write 
for freight rates west of Mississippi River.) 
NEW LOW PRICE 
Send $2.15 for each 50 Ib. bag;-enough for 200 
sq. ft. of NEW lawn or garden. Minimum Ship- 
ment 100 Ibs. (2 bags). 


HERSHEY ESTATES 
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Paradise on 
Your Doorstep 


(Continued from page 19) 


of abandoned farms, waste lands and 
industrial dumps—and there are some 
in every county in the United States— 
that community forests can provide 
their priceless services. We have hun- 
dreds of thousands of acres of cut-over 
lands, worn-out farms, swamps, eroded 
mountain slopes and overgrazed land 
that, at an infinitesimal cost, and with 
nature’s own methods, can be trans- 
formed into conservers of our vital 
soil, water and timber resources. We 
have 44,000,000 acres of abandoned 
farmland alone that need tree cover 
to save them, and possibly to save us 
from another Dust Bowl. 

Practically anyone can spark a drive 
to establish a community forest. And 
who is better suited to the job than 
an organic gardener or farmer? For 
who knows better the value of rebuild- 
ing the soil naturally, of stopping 
erosion and reclaiming waste land? 
A community forest can be an excel- 
lent demonstrating ground for organ- 
ics, too. Every visitor to it can be 
shown the marvelous qualities of 
humus and the results of using natural 
materials instead of chemicals for 
building and maintaining healthy soil. 

The most important factor in estab- 
lishing a community forest is a pro- 
gressive individual or organization to 
interest others and generate enthus- 
iasm for the project. Of the 36,000 
cities, towns and villages in the United 
States, the great majority need com- 
munity forests, and lack only someone 
to start the ball rolling. 

Next comes the land. Look around 
the outskirts of your community either 
for some ground that is an economic 
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liability or some that is beloved by 
townsfolk, like a wooded hillside, a 
glen, or a wildflower preserve. If there 
are no tax delinquent lands available, 
state aid or a gift from a civic-minded 
individual or group can usually pur- 
chase suitable land at from two to ten 
dollars an acre. If the forest is dedi- 
cated as a war memorial—and who 
could ask a finer, more fitting memor- 
ial than a majestic, living, growing 
forest—funds are usually raised easily. 

Size is relatively unimportant to 
start. The average size is between 
200 and 500 acres, but Seattle boasts 
a 67,000-acre city forest. A highly suc- 
cessful small forest is the 260-acre 
Lake-of-the-Woods, near Urbana, IIli- 
nois. It contains bridle paths, natural 
trails, camping and picnic grounds, a 
playing field, and an 18-acre lake for 
boating, fishing, swimming and skat- 
ing. 

The last, incidentally, is your best 
selling point. Show people how a 
community forest will provide a fas- 
cinating recreational park right on 
their doorstep, and they'll back you 
all the way. Nature lovers, sportsmen, 
camera addicts and plain Joes who 
just like to take the family on a picnic 
will be quick to see its benefits. Re- 
member that reforesting an area brings 
back game and songbirds, and un- 
muddied, tree-protected streams a- 
bound with fine, healthy fish. 


Many community forests have been 
given to schools, 4-H clubs, Boy Scout 
troops, or other juvenile organizations. 
As nature study classrooms, as com- 
batters of juvenile delinquency and 
teachers of life, they’re tops. The 
woods-scented air, rare wild flowers, 
gentle animals and the hushed beauty 
of a forest give a child real and last- 
ing knowledge of good and right. 

The booklet, Community Forest, 
obtainable for 10c from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Washington 
25, D. C., is very helpful. Seedlings, 
which can be planted by one man at 
the rate of 1,000 a day, can usually be 
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EVERYTHING IN ONE 


All the natural mas’ 
Your garden needs 


This lent food gives you natural Nitrogen, 
Phos Calcium, Magnesium, trace elements 
n the ont ackage. Many proven materials 
are blended in balanced proportion. And it’s all plant 
food—no fillers! Every ounce of Fer+Tr—El works to 
give you the garden of your dreams. 


“My tomatoes were the best 
ever and no aon of blight” 
Yes, Fer+Tr—El users are ng omening results. 

This complete organic plant food is backed by five 


of actual —— testing. Send today for FREE 
information 


Organic ‘Gardens, Fullerton 2, Md. 


HOME, SUBURBAN, FARM 
AND CITY COMPOSTING 


waste mpost or into 
Balanced complete fertiliser’ 
e a and other bacteria to enrich compost 


Now. sale as organo from $45 te $70 per ton 
nN. J., Va., Texas and western sta’ 
Home and farm Zymothermie composters 
bacterial activators for ere up com- 
and for Composting was 
@ Plans ons ys ~ for construction of com- 
posters me or farm. 
@ Also a pte 4 organic food Chlorovim with 
protein richer than Seat. high in vitamins and 
minerals to balance diets. 


@ Bulgarian Yoghurt. 


Earp-Thomas Laboratories 


HAMPTON, NEW JERSEY 
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BACTERIAL COMPOST AC 


three to five weeks 
Turn Summer Wastes Into Potent Compest 


Now...with the amazing, organically-ap- 
proved bacterial A.—you 
pings, ge, into ric ving compost 


B. C. A. Supplies Proper Organisms 


Formerly, manures were necessary for quality 
compost . their high bacterial content 
meant a supply of necessary ay organisms. 
However... because the average gardener 
— finding manure difficult and expensive 

tain... and ause there was a need 
‘aster breakdown of —> matter into 
finished compost—B.C.A. developed. It’s 
a mixed culture of selected © organisms of de- 
cay...the proper ones for faster, decom- 
position. And...without manures! 8B.C.A. 
produces a balanced, controlled compost in 
from only 3 to 5 weeks! 


ECONOMICAL: 


1 at ($1.20 W. of 
units—$4.50 ($5 W. of Miss.); 25 units— 
$12.50 ($13.50 W. of Miss.). Each unit is 
enough for 3% to 1 ton of compost. Prepaid. 
B.C.A. users! our order to- 
dey ORGANIC PRODUCTS. ‘DEPT. G-852, 
235 HALSEY ST., NEWARK, N. J. 


FOOD ENZYMES 


vital to your health ? 


These little ‘wonder workers” are an 

essential for life itself. Yet few people 

are even aware of their existence. 

enou to pass throw iny in- 

testinal pores into the And per- 

form many other “miracles” in the human 


system 
Our Free 24-page book “Enzymology” will 
open your eyes te the alarming enzyme 
deficiency in the modern American diet 
-a@ severe departure from Nature which 
involves millions of “well fed” people. 


Write Today for This 
FREE 


BOOK 


believe 
are essential for vigorous 
and vitality It’s 
REE... without 

ation. mail 


with 
Dept. | 06-8." 


NATIONAL ENZYME CO. 


5067 West Madison Street, Chicago 44, Illinois 
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obtained free from the state forestry 
department, and state foresters stand 
ready to assist in every phase of start- 
ing and managing a community forest. 

Their aid will be invaluable in 
cutting and marketing your tree crops 
in such a way as to get maximum in- 
come each year, without lowering next 
year’s income. Of course, if you plant 
seedlings rather than buy an already 
existing forest, you will have to wait 
some time before making money on 
them, but many communities make 
money in the meantime by renting 
boating concessions, camping sites, 
cabins, and the like. 

We need a greater awareness of the 
vast and complex life of our soil and 
the things that grow from it. The 
soil, plants, shrubs, mosses, insects and 
animal life of a forest grow in a nat- 
ural, balanced environment, the way 
all living things should grow. Both 
as responsible citizens and disciples 
of organics, we should make a com- 
munity forest in or near our home 
towns a lifetime project. Our soil 
must be saved from the destruction 
that threatens it. 


Tulips 
Triumphant 


(Continued from page 17) 


frost has passed. Many people take 
it off when the plant is about an inch 
out of the ground. While other 
people leave it on even longer, so as 
keep the soil from drying out too 
much. 

3. Planting Time: All through Oc. 
tober and November. 

4. Fertilizer: Here in Holland peo- 
ple who raise the best tulips use 
mostly cow manure that has rotted 
for two years, mixed with straw. Of 
this they use 250 pounds to every 16 
square yards in sandy soil. Clay soil 
needs much less fertilizer. But many 
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tulip growers also use humus com- 
posed of cow or pig manure, mixed 
with wood ashes and other waste ma- 
terial. 

5. Water: If the beds are dry, water 
them, but not too much. A good 
drainage system will keep the roots, 
which are very tender, from drowning, 
if it rains a lot. 

6. Lifting: If you want healthy 
bulbs and flowers; if you want your 
bulbs to multiply and produce, so 
that you don’t have to buy bulbs 
every year; then you must lift your 
bulbs each and every year. If for no 
other reason but so as to dig two 
spades the next year and turn the soil 
over. That is; every second year the 
topsoil (the first spade) goes in first, 
and the soil of the second spade goes 
on top. 

An additional reason is that the old 
bulb becomes dead and is like a loose- 
fitting skin around the new bulb. This 
has to be removed after lifting in or- 
der that decomposed material should 
not touch the new bulb. Also, when 
the bulb is lifted, other embryo bulbs 
that fall off the old bulb by their own 
weight, should be replanted the next 
year. 

Lifting must be done when the 
foliage is all dead which is from four 
to six weeks after you cut the faded 
blooms off. 

Incidentally, tulips should be cut 
when they are in full bloom. And 
leave as much of the stem as possible. 

Then let the bulbs dry in the shade 
for a few days and place then in open 


The article entitled, “Saving 
Seeds” by Evelyn Speiden in our 
June issue was taken—with ad- 
ditions—from the Bio-Dynamic 
Farming and Gardening Associa- 
tion’s magazine, Bio-Dynamics, 
Autumn issue for 1951. Our 
apologies to Bio-Dynamics maga- 
zine for unintentionally omit- 
ting the credit line. 
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your lawn 


BURNING UP because of 


watering restrictions? 


!n areas where lawn sprinkling is curtailed due 
to water shortages—many home owners are pre- 
venting “burned” lawns by letting the grass 
grow taller. The Roto-Cutter keeps lawns trim- 
med neatly but is adjustable to cut at greater 
height than reel-type mowers. This avoids burn- 
ing and also provides a fine mulch that helps 
retain moisture in the soi the grass roots 
cooler. Proven effective in southern states where 
“burning” is always a problem. 
nea Roto-Cutter today—available as a 
complete unit as shown above for only wiae. t... 
excise tax; or as an attachment for the 
Roto-Hoe unit for only $40. See your , Aa -4 or 
write us for literature. 
ROTO-HOE & SPRAYER CO. 
Newbury, 


Box 2 


This Model--$395 


. Is simple with 
anywhere. 
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IN SAND 


stry 
ind 
art- 
est. 
in- | = 
ext | | | 
ady 4 | 
| 
tes, 
the 
and 
Che 
and 
nat- 
yay 
oth 
ples 
om- 
me 
pa 
| | 
\ 
take bolts serews. 
Orlyt pictured is 10 by 
nt sites and 325%; 
Oc. | : 
bd 
peo- 
use : 
ntted : 
Of : 
16 
® greenhouse, Hotbed. Scientific instruction 
J il $1.00. is easy in an omesingty short 
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DESIGNED 


TO GIVE YOU 


20% MORE 
JUICE 


AND BETTER FOOD SHREDDING 
Be sure that your body gets the right 
amounts of minerals and other ele- 
ments needed for your daily activities. 
The easiest way to get these require- 
ments is with fresh, concentrated juice 
and better food shredding with the 
K&K Juicer-Shredder Combination. 
The K&K Juicer is hydraulic and 
guaranteed to give you 20% more 
pulp-free juice than any other juicer! 
And the K&K Shredder works more 
efficiently and faster to give you better 
food shredding for tastier, easier-to- 
digest soups, salads and desserts. 
Quick, efficient and easily operated. 
@ hydraulic juicer unit 
delivers 3000 Ibs. pressure 
@ shredder uses 1% hp 
guaranteed 110 volt motor 
@ stainless steel shredder 


@ life time service warranty! 
@ priced low! 


Send for free folder giving 
complete deteils! No obligation 


Send to 


Knuth Engineering Company | 
2617 North St. Louis 8 r] 
' Chicago 47, Illinois products 
Name. 
Add. 1 
8 City. Zone. State. ' 


FUN FOR EVERYONE! 


“a The Easy Way to 
Build Your Own 
NN OUTDOOR FIREPLACE 


Food Cooked Outdoors 
Tastes Better. ..offers rea! 
enjoyment for the entire 
family... perfect for enter- 
taining guests! It’s easy 
and economical to build 
your own Cook Nook. Just add the 
masonry (any design yeu prefer) 
around the ajestic all-metal unit 
and start cooking! See your de 

today or send check or 


Model OF-28 only 


The Majestic Co. 


403 Erie St., Huntington, Ind 


WEAR THIS BUTTON! 


fs Attractive bronze buttons with 
wy green enamel border—the offi- 

: cial emblem of organic gar- 
deners. Excellent for garden club mem- 
bers or for individual use. Price 50c. 


Organic Gardening, Box 8G, Emmaus, Pa. 


wood boxes, so that they have plenty 
of ventilation. You can leave them 
in a cool, dry place till it’s time to re- 
plant them in October and November. 

7. Blooming Time: They bloom prac- 
tically the whole month of April and 
the beginning of May. 

8. Diseases and Sanitation: There is, 
what they call here, fire sickness—little 
brown spots—that can come from hail, 
storm and insects. But there’s nothing 
much you can do about it besides cut- 
ting off the diseased part of the plant. 

If the bulb is diseased, you must 
take the bulb out and replace it with 
a new, healthy one. 

In other words, from the time you 
plant your tulips until you lift them 
out, you must guard against weeds 
and constantly look out for any sign 
of disease. One rotten tulip can spoil 
your whole lot. Of course, never, 
never let any fresh manure actually 
touch your bulbs. 

And—this can never be repeated too 
often—don’t let your tulips drown. 
They need good drainage. 

9. Varieties and Colors: Tulips range 
from the exquisite, deep-purple waxy 
cups, called Queen of the Night, to 
the delicate, milk-white, called Melin- 
da. In- between these two extremes 
there are the standard yellow, red, 
pink, the beautiful deep rose-red, and 
of course, the two-tone (white with 
red borders, and red with white bord- 
ers), called Rembrandt tulips. 

The most popular types’ of tulips 
are the Darwins, Breeders, Cottage, 
Parrot, Triumphs and Ideals. 

10. Debunking Some Popular Miscon- 
conceptions: 

a. According to some “experts,” un 
less you want your bulbs to “split up 
and disappear each year,” you have 
to plant them 12 inches deep or more, 
and not lift them. 

The fact is that at the depth of 12 
inches or more, the roots of the tulip, 
which are extremely tender, are much 
more susceptible of drowning and rot- 
ting away, than at four or five inches. 
Then also, if you don’t lift your bulb 
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1 
FREE... 
_ 
SEND FOR 
tree DESIGN 
BULLETIN! 
Big Selection 
ot easy-to 
follow designs 
| 


each year the old bulb becomes de- 
composed and when it’s not removed, 
forms a fertilizer ‘around the new 
bulb, very soon — the new bulb 
away too. 

b. That tulips grow only in “sandy- 


humus” soil. As I stated previously, 
according to Dutch tulip growers, 
clay is the best soil for growing tulips. 
Sandy soil is only second best, and 
used only to change the soil of the 
tulip, every other year. . 

c. That tulips have to have “rich, 
extraordinary amount of fertilizer, 
preferably chemical one, high in pot- 
ash.” Here in Holland,—the land of 
the tulip—the men who make their 
living growing superb tulips, do not 
use any chemical fertilizer. They use 
“natural” fertilizer of decomposed 
cow manure mixed with straw, and 
cow or pig manure mixed with straw, 
wood ashes, etc. 

One last point; do not plant tulips 
more than three years in succession 
in the same spot. After three years 
you must plant other hybrids, vege- 
tables, or even potatoes, as long as 
the soil doesn’t have tulips again. 
Otherwise the soil gets tired of the 
monotony of growing tulips all the 
time and produces poorly. 


“| see you have him on organic foods 


already! 
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YOUR SOIL MUST HAVE HUMUS 


But it must be Composted Humus 


Nature—with Bacteria—makes in = (i) 
heaps or bins (2) in the soil. A better i 
is made by properly shredding the AF in 


Haddon Shredder 


for mulches and composts. 


For wer take off or mount your own motor 
ONLY ACCESSORIES 


14 h.p. gasoline engine ..............+. 00 

F.0.B. Clutch for easy engine starting ........ 10.00 
Fae’ Portable features, as illustrated ........ 17.50 


tory 
in N.J. Weight 200 Ibs. Prepayment with order. 


FERTO-BAC ACTIVATOR ** 


Add to your Haddon Shredder materials and they'll soon 
present you with compost. 1-ton unit—$2; 3-ton unit 


$5.25; 5-ton unit—$8.00. 
*? $6.50 per 1000. Add to compost, 
Earthworms garbage, other organic wastes. 


Earthworm Casting Cabinet $15.00 
(F.0.B. Factory) 


LEHIGH 
COMPOST BIN 
Rot-resistant New Jersey 
Cedar. Steel corner rods. 
Easy to erect. No nails, 
screws, bolts or, 1- 


ton size, $12; n size 
$17.50. 


THE HADDON HAND SHREDDER 


Prepares organic materials for Mulches and C 


Cuts both green and dry garden materials, including corn 
ete. steel knife gauge plate 
cut, up to three inches. Weight 50 lbs. Size 31” 
hi gh, 31” long. Shipped knocked down. Order from this 
advertisement for prompt shipment. Price $25.85 FOB 
Factory. Prepayment with order. 
PHILIP S. WELLS, President 


KESTON ORGANIC PRODUCTS CO. 


24 Seventh Ave. Haddon Heights, New Jersey 
** Postpaid. 
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Organic 
Gardening Clubs 


(Continued from page 31) 


Lucerne Valley Biological Soilbuilders 
Mrs. Madge R. Marz 
Box 474 


Lucerne Valley 


Organic Gardening Club of Newcastle 
Mr. George B. Magie 
Route 1, Box 296 
Newcastle 


Organic Gardening Club of the East 
Bay 
Mrs. Juliet Woodville 
4431 N. Pleasant Valley Court 

Oakland 11 


Organic Gardening Club of Piedmont 
Mrs. K. F. Dittman 
215 Highland Ave. 
Piedmont 11 


Organic Garden Club of Porterville 
Mrs. Maidie L. Barkville 
Rt. 2, Box 69 
Porterville 


Organic Gardening Club of 
Sacramento 
Mr. Carl A. Quadros 
1749 Bell St. 
Sacramento (North) 


Organic Gardening Club of 
San Diego 
Miss Nina Lee 
5930 Division Street 
San Diego 


HELP PREVENT TOOTH DECAY 
wy PROMOTE HEALTHIER GUMS 
with TEXAS BONE MEAL- 


an Amaging— 


SUBSTANCE 


From selected beef bone of YOUNG healthy Texan cattle, sterilized, U. S. ted and titi laboratory controlled 
for your protection. A Bone Meal that is truly different and superior in nae and pon Rae than any phn similar product. 


MORE NATURAL MINERALS 


_ Plus trace-elements 


. WHOLE — UNREFINED — EDIBLE. 


These substances are essential Y sound bone structure, strong teeth and enamel wit help prevent bleeding gums 
through resistance to dental erosion; and furnish minerals essential to pregnancy and lactation in optimal amount. 


Palatable—easy-to-take—flavored with natural Oils of Peppermint... plus Natural D 


Generous 15 Grain Wafer Tablet—100—$1; 300—$2.50; 1000—$6.00 
Powder form—1 tb.—$1.30; 3 Ibs. 50; 10 Ibs.—$10 


Write for latest Bone Meal literature and price list of other tablets and capsule form. 


NU-AGE BIORGANIC PRODUCTS 
1926 W. Railroad St., Loupurex, Pa., Dept. 8-G 
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San Francisco Organic Gardening Club 
Mr. L. F. Mezzera 
2248 Sloat Blvd. 
San Francisco 16 

Van Nuys Organic Gardening Club 
Mrs. Philip C. Jones 
5243 Leghorn Ave. 
Van Nuys 


(Continued next month) 


Winter 


Herb Garden 


(Continued from page 29) 


to use if space permits. Roman worm- 
wood is a gray feathery variety but has 
a lower growing habit than the equal- 
ly hardy sweet mugwort, known often 
as absinthe wormwood. Both of these 
artemisias rapidly spread, sometimes 
to our dismay, as the roots are tena- 
cious runners. Both of them prove use- 
ful for the flower bowl, and so may 
be included with the other grayish 
herbs of major importance. There are 
three herbs of minor interest. Rue, 
although actually blue-green, has 
enough of a hint of the frosted foliage 
in winter to blend with the other 
silvery tones. Horehound and sage, 
both pebbly leaved and sturdily built, 
are not horticultural species of much 
merit. Sage is very showy when the 
summer blooms come along and is 
highly prized for seasoning, so it does 
have it’s place in the scheme of things 
provided the garden is rather in- 
formal. 

The herbs which give us greenery 
for the winter scene are on a par with 
the gray types. Beginning with edging 
material, we have the creeping thymes. 
If these are used elsewhere, such as 
in a flagstone path or in wall crevices, 
another good choice is the lesser 
known bedstraw. Of dainty form and 
simple culture, bedstraw spreads 
quickly into graceful drifts, the side 
shoots rooting wherever they can get 
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FROM A JET TO A SOFT MIST 


From a powerful jet to the softest mist at the 
tip of your thumb—with Elkay valve hose nozzle. 
Spans and sprays from seeding dewdrops to 
drenching pressure. Jet power for —— the 
driveway or distant watering. Fan o— or hea 
rain. Light, strong, rust-resistant. Elkay will 
reach the roof of a two-story house. Quick- 
positive, shut off. Only $1.50 postpaid. Please, 
no COD’s. Money back if not delighted. 


BLUE CAMAS LILY 


Great blossom-stars in tall informal spikes 
for many Spring weeks. It is Camassia 
quamash, delightfully different, but easy 
as Tulip, and hardy. 


16 for $1.00 


100 for $5.00 


Illustrated Bulb Catalog on request 
REX. D. PEARCE, Dept. D, Moorestown, N. J. 


Want To Wake Up 
Your Garden—? 


GIVE THOSE HUNGRY PLANTS 
A BALANCED DIET 


TEST YOUR SOIL 
THE SIMPLEX WAY 


Based on the Spurway method which 
gives you much more for less, Simplex 
soil testing is accurate and designed for 
the use of non-chemists. The Home 
Simplex Soil Tester is for the practical 
gardener and provides soil and tissue 
tests for nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium 
and acidity. It is $7.50 complete with 
express charges prepaid. Equipment and 
solutions replaceable. Large commercial 
Simplex soil testing outfits are available. 
Write for descriptive literature and 
prices. 


The Edwards Laboratory 


P.O. Box 318-S e Norwalk, Ohio 
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“Rose Hips are higher in Vitamin C 
than any other known natural source” 


BARTH’S 
ge ROSE HIPS 


IN TEA, TABLET, OR 
POWDER FORM 


Here is your very best natural source of 
Vitamin C...Rose Hips—in the form you 
prefer! No other known source is as rich in 
this important vitamin...not even toma- 
toes or citrus juices! 


Barth’s Rose Hips— 
The Finest 


Here’s why we make this statement: 
BARTH’S ROSE HIPS are the wild variety, 
and as reported in March Organic Garden- 
ing, “wild species by far surpass them 
(garden varieties)” in “vitamin rating”... 
BARTH’S ROSE HIPS are North European 
species, and colder climates mean higher 
Vitamin C content... BARTH’S ROSE 
HIPS are picked when “just ripe”— at peak 
of nutritional perfection—sun-dried and 
cleaned without processing so highest pos- 
sible value is retained... BARTH’S ROSE 
HIPS are pure, edible—entirely free from 
citric acid (such as found in citrus fruits 
and juices). 


Barth’s Rose Hips— 


Economical 


As always BARTH’S brings you the finest 
at low prices to prove quality need not be 
expensive: 

ROSE HIPS TEA—delicious, fruity flavor 
5 oz.—$1.00 16 oz.—$2.75 


ROSE HIPS POWDER—convenient to use— 
simply mix with foods 


8 oz.—$1.50 16 oz.—$2.50 
ROSE HIPS TABLETS—S gr.—easy to take 
100—$1.25 500—$5.00 1000—$8.00 


For many generations, people of Northern 
Europe (including Germany, England and 
Scandinavia) have been using this wild 
species. Nutritional authorities have long 
recognized its value as a source of Natural 
Vitamin C. 


Postage Prepaid . . . Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Order your Rose Hips today from: 


HEALTH FOOD DEPARTMENT 
Department 718-0.CG. Woodmere, N.Y. 
(Discounts to profession—health food dealers) 
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a toe hold. Burnet, a one foot tall 
herb, makes a verdant showing and 
its cucumber flavor adds zest and vita. 
mins to the winter salad bowl, as well 
as at other seasons. Germander vies 
with green santolina as an outstand. 
ing herb in this group. The effective. 
ness of germander is largely due to 
the glossy leaves which seem to glow 
with vitality and its crisp appearance 
is most suitable. Green santolina, like 
the gray, is an all-weather beauty that 
never tires the sight. The handsome 
flowing lines are charming, in leaf 
type it resembles ground pine suggest- 
ing to the admirer a prostrate ever- 
green tree in miniature. Santolina; 
layer well and easily, hence a multi 
plication of the quantity may quick. 
ly be accomplished. To the green clan, 
one might add winter savory and hys 
sop. The former herb is delicious for 
accented cooking but has not the 
stamina of hyssop. It proves a wel 
come plant to the border wherever it 
is possible to establish it without the 
aid of a mulch as winter protection. 
Hyssop has foliage resembling box- 
wood and may be trimmed to a formal 
shape. To this series, wherever mild 
climate permits, we should join the 
elegant rosemary for the final and pro 
fessional touch. In this area, rosemary 
makes sizable plants in two or three 
years and the pale blue blossoms ap 
pear intermittently throughout the 
year. The leaf has a strong scent and 
taste so a little goes a long way a 
seasoning or in potpourri. Rosemary 
is truly a gem and even one specimen 
shines forth with glory in the garden. 


If the garden calls for a picturesque 
combination of the gray and the green 
herbs, both will give effectiveness with 
the varied shades and textures of the 
foliage. Herbs that have enduring 
qualities, as well as the ability to bol- 
ster the appearance of the general 
scheme, may be placed to fit the plan 
of the terrain. As no herb gardens 
are ever alike, individual tastes have 
free play. 
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Use winter herbs for rock gardens 
or on difficult slopes, especially if the 
terrace is in full yiew of a window. 
When somber skies prevail, the scen- 
ery will be enhanced and enjoyed 
from indoors. In good weather, the 
stimulating effects of a stroll in the 
evergreen garden will add an extra 
measure of returns. Do not overlook 
the possibilities of the doorstep form 
of planting. The vision of verdant 
herbs along the walkway and by the 
front steps gives a homey and sincere 
touch. They will present a_heart- 
warming welcome to friends and vis- 
itors as they approach the house. Like- 
wise, rear steps, down an embank- 
ment, afford fine landscaping effects 
for a planting of herbs. The old- 
time “Knot Gardens” always employ 
evergreen herbs as backbone for the 
studied and formal layout. Santolina 
is a favorite for this type of garden 
as it gives a charming outline for the 
sculptured beds. It never resents 
pruning and so may be kept within 
bounds to conform to any desired 
design. 


Whatever plan is followed in plant- 
ing the herbs, use neat construction 
and the usual principles for peren- 
nials) The herbs will progress in 
beauty and lushness with every suc- 
ceeding year. They are all lime-loving 
and sun-hungry but like protection 
from high winds so place them cor- 
rectly, keeping good drainage ‘n 
mind, too. 


Early in February if you wish to . 


grow from your own herb seeds, a seed 
flat should be prepared by putting 
drainage material such as gravel, 
crushed stone or small pebbles in the 
bottom, covering with a mixture of 
equal parts loam sand and leaf mold 
which has been well mixed and sifted. 
Firm the whole down, level it, soak 
the flat in water for a couple of hours 
and then allow it to drain. Mark out 
shallow rows for the seeds, sowing 
them thinly and evenly. Label the 
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TESTS PROVE NSA- 
in poorest er flowers, 


preener 
house plants. 


Gro Is ALL FOOD—actually 
uid fish’”’ that’s quickly, complete- 
bed by roots 


em 1 mixture. 

ODOR—(no dogs or cats). It’s completely SAFE 

—DOES NOT BURN the most delicate foliage. 

And 80 EASY TO genet OR SPRINKLE— 
just add water, keeps initely. planing 


alt postpa Order BIO-GRO now 
Write for FREE G HOEN BOOKLET and Test 
Reports. BIO-GRO Products, Warrenton, Oregon. 


MAKES ALL PLANTS THRIVE! 


HOLLAND BULBS 


DREAM 
GARDEN 


COLLECTION 
25 May-flowering Tulips 
(5 each of five colors) 
25 Heralds of Spring 
6 Golden Daffodils 
3 Dutch Hyacinths 


Order Now—Plant Now— 
A superb selection, attrac- 


Complete Planting Instructions 
tive to new home owners, 
or for small gardens. Make 


59 TOPSIZE BULBS: 
attractive low cost gifts. post paid to any address. 53.90 


Full Color Holland Bulb Catalog FREE 


he 4 FLORAL GARDENS, INC. 
._ 19 — ROSLYN HEIGHTS, 


USE EARTHWORMS 10 


PUT LIFE 
IN YOUR 
SOIL 


These little miracle workers play a vital 
part in the growing of every sort of vege- 


tation...they do work you can’t do with 
plow or machine. They aerate your soil; 
their underground activities mean a 


porous soil that retains moisture longer. 
And they turn organic matter into rich 
fertilizer. Enrich your soil... plant earth- 
worms NOW. Have a moist, fertile soil 
during the hot summer months. 300-400 
worms, $3.30; 650-800, $5.50; 1000-1200, 
$7.70. Prepaid East of Miss. 


ORGANIC GARDENS, FULLERTON 8, MD. 


AMAZING GARDEN GROWTH 
= 
True Liquid Fish ORGANIC PLANT FOOD 
j 
) 
< 


ATLAS FISH EMULSION 
"Compost in a Bottle!" 


For vigorous growth. Use * De-odorized 
with GRO-GUN or other * Non-burning 
hose applicator or sprin- * 100% organic 
kling con. | tbsp. to gal- Ppd., only 
lon of water. Inexpensive 00 

to use, inside and outside. per pint 
ATLAS FISH FERTILIZER CO., Dept. a 


No. 1 Drumm St., San Francisco 11, Calif. 


BALANCED ORGANIC FISH FERTILIZER 


Order it now! 


A BINDER 


for your valuable copies of ORGANIC CAR- 
DENING. Keeps them instantly ready for 
you to consult... next month or years from 
now. This handy, durable leatherette 
binder, attractively stamped in gold, holds 
12 issues, which may be easily inserted or 
removed. Price $2.00 (add 10c west of 
Mississippi) . 

Please remit with order; we will pay postage 


Organic Gardening, Box 8G. Emmaus, Pa. 


The ge book of it’s kind 
ever published 


J. 1. Rodale’s 
Complete Guide 
to 
COMPOSTING 


The pioneer of the ‘oo method gives you the complete 
story of compost in heaps. Exact details on location, 
size, materials, construction, turning, activating. . . every 
phase. PLUS 36 pages of answers to most common com- 


post questions. Only 35¢... send for yours today! 


of Composting 


by MAYE E. BRUCE 


a different method 


Here is a different method of composting which stresses 
quick compost by use of herbal activators. Of special in- 
terest to city gardeners who have trouble finding fresh 
manure. Backed by 15 years of testing and experimenting. 
92 pages—$1.00. Add to your compost knowledge—today! 


RODALE PRESS, Dept. 8G, Emmaus, Pa. 
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rows with the names of the seeds, 
cover the flat with a pane of glass and 
over this a piece of newspaper should 
be spread to keep out the light. When 
growth appears, throw the newspaper 
away. Never water the flat directly 
from the top but instead place a piece 
of newspaper over the flat and soak it 
with water so that the seeds are not 
disturbed. When the seedlings are 
visible it is then alright to water them 
directly. 


If you don’t get around to sowing 
in flats, seeds may be sown directly in 
the herb garden. The larger seeds 
should be sown thinly and covered 
with about an eighth of an inch of 
soil. Some seed should be sown direct- 
ly in the bed in which they are to 
grow as their roots form such a net- 
work of fine hairs that they would not 
withstand the shock of transplanting. 
Very small seeds, such as those of 
thyme, should be sown on a bed in 
which the surface soil has been well 
raked, watered, and allowed to drain 
before actual sowing. The seed should 
then be sprinkled on the surface, not 
covered with soil but firmed down 
with a flat board, and covered with 
burlap. Subsequent watering should 
be done through the burlap to obviate 
the seeds being washed away. 


Thoroughly cultivate the soil at all 
times, keep it free from weeds, and 
the winter herb garden will be a joy 
to behold. Aside from the pleasure 
to be derived from the garden itself, 
there will be an added zest to long 
winter evenings spent in poring over 
the catalogs of herbalists, planning 
the summer herb garden, delving into 
culinary books for hints on using 
herbs in cooking to make for more 
delectable dishes during the entire 
year, and in reading up on the history 
of herbs for that, too, is quite inter- 
esting as it is closely woven into the 
folk-lore of the world. 
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ha 
COMPOST \ And How To Make It 
Organic Gardening \ 
Emmaus. Pa. 
for a complete compost education 
] Quick Return Method 
The QUICK METHOD 
| — 
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Biblical 
Fruit 


(Continued from page 35) 


of dates a year, though exceptional 
trees may yield as much as 500 pounds. 

The Old World varieties, even un- 
der introduced agricultural techniques 
and equipment, average only about 
100 pounds a year. 

Some varieties such. as the Kha- 
drawi are the earliest, ripening even 
in mid-August. The Deglet Noor 
dates begin to mature in early Septem- 
ber and harvesting continues until 
January. Although labor costs are far, 
far higher than on the shores of the 
Mediterranean, we, in America, pick 
each date individually to ensure a 
high quality product reaches the con- 
sumer. 

Many date growers and packers 
stress the fact that their dates are or- 
ganically grown and are, therefore, 
free from any poisonous spray residue, 
and no artificial preservatives are 
added. 

Similar results can be obtained by 
growing dates organically in your own 
back yard if you live where tempera- 
tures do not go below twenty degrees 
for prolonged periods. The date is a 
sub-tropical tree and while it will 
grow in a very damp climate, it will 
not produce commercially under such 
climate conditions. 


THE ORGANIC FOOD DIRECTORY, 3rd 
Edition, is a booklet which gives names and 
addresses, classified by states, of persons 
having organically-grown foods for sale. It 
points the way to better health. Order 
your copy gered from Organic Gardening, 
Emmaus, Pa... .25c. 
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TOOTH DECAY 


Prevent tooth decay in forma- 
tive periods caused by calcium 
deficiency. Build resistance 
with this marvelous protective 


food. 
With Bone Marrow 


BONE MEAL 'Vieamin 


BONE-ALL is made a special steam pritetes pro- 
cess... not superhea' or super-refined! preserves 
= only phosphorus fraction in ordin- 

but ALL the trace elements natural to 
odible ty meal, including iron, copper, manganese, sili- 
a magnesium and others, including a SAFE amount 
of fluorine. 


In generous 10 GRAIN tablets. 
Plain or with Natural Vitamin D, if specified 


100—$1 300—$2.50 
1000 in bulk $6 


Powdered $1.50 Ib., 5 Ibs. $6 (No Vit. “D”) 


At Better Dietary Food Stores 
(Fostpaid direct if unavailable) 


SCHIFF BIO-FOODS 


Dept. 8-OG Jersey City 3, N. J. 


Green Nutro 


You can’t go wrong this Fall by 
applying GREEN NUTRO on your 
lawn and garden. One application 
is long lasting! Rebuilds your soil! 
Green Nutro is a scientific mixture 
of natural rocks containing ample 
phosphorus, potash and thirty trace 
elements with an ACTIVATED car- 
bon base. Our popular Spring in- 
troductory offer is being repeated 
this Fall. THREE 80 POUND 
BAGS FOR $6.00 FOB SHARPS- 
BURG, MARYLAND. For prompt 
delivery send your orders in NOW. 


EASTERN STATES 
SOILBUILDERS, INC. 


Sharpsburg, Maryland 


Garden 
Calendar 


(Continued from page 30) 


If you bump, hard as the shell is, it 
will start rotting later. Keep in a dry 
warm place for two weeks to dry out, 
then put in a light attic or loft where 
temperature does not drop below 40 
degrees. Sweet Meat is a wonderful 
squash with better keeping qualities 
than most, and it sweetens with age. 

* During hot spells an organic 
mulch acts both as a moisture pre- 
server and as a rain absorber; also a 
mulch will help to keep weeds down. 
Grass clippings or ground up leaves 
are excellent. 


Edwin H. Abrams (Florida) 

¢ Plants and shrubs in flower and 
vegetable gardens need the protection 
of mulch during this hot weather. If 
you wish to use sawdust, obtain it 
from a woodworking plant where it is 
mixed with shavings from the planer. 
It will give better results as it does 
not pack as closely as would plain 
sawdust. Many things, difficult to 
grow in hot weather, will be helped 
by compost worked deep into the soil. 

* In the garden planting it is a 
good idea to include a few rows of 
sweet potatoes for early spring use. 
They should be far enough along to 
stand a slight frost if it comes in early 
winter. If a hard frost is expected, 
cover the plants with hay or grass or, 
if available, burlap bags. 

® Remember in setting out tomato 
plants to place each one in a deep bed 
of compost at least to the depth of a 
shovel, and mulch heavily. A few 
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plants grown in this way will produce 
a larger crop which will last longer 
than if planted in the usual way. 

® Youngberries or Boysenberries 
are easy to propagate by merely cover- 
ing the tips of the branches for about 
four inches with soil. They root read- 
ily and may be planted in new plant- 
ings next spring. 

© For the fall vegetable garden con- 
centrate on beets, carrots, Swiss chard, 
head and leaf lettuce, mustard, tur- 
nips, onions, radishes, kale, Chinese 
cabbage, cucumbers (try the Chinese 
climbing variety), peas, rhubarb, and 
tomatoes. 

¢ Flower plantings suggested are 
African daisy, ageratum, alyssum, 
aster, baby’s breath, balsam, calliopsis, 
calendula, candytuft, carnation, mari- 
gold, lupine, nasturtium, phlox, pe- 
tunia, scabiosa, snapdragon and sweet 
pea. All are old time favorites which 
will do well if planted at this time. 


© September marks the beginning 
of our so-called second Spring and it 
is one of the most important planting 
months of the year; one gardens by 
the thermometer, literally speaking. 

Flowers...Set out from flats, 
seed-beds and plant-bands the regular 
winter annuals you have brought on 
during the preparatory months of 
July and August. Never buy stock 
that has been checked in growth. All 
deep-rooted annuals are much better 
if sown where they are to bloom. 
Many bulbs should go in early in Sep- 
tember. Watch azaleas and camellias. 
Be sure that they do not dry out at 
any time. Renew the mulches of com- 
post and leaf mold. Overhead sprink- 
ling will furnish humidity and pre- 
vent foliage scorching during our “hot 
spells.” Beware of using too much 
peat as it dries out treacherously. 

© Winter Vegetables . . . Sow double 
rows of beets, carrots, Fordhook chard, 

(Continued on page 58) 
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Flash!-- 


News in 


Compost World 


A better crop today while building 
your soil organically for tomorrow is 
an achievement towards which every 
gardener should work. To help in 
the attainment of this objective, a 
new compost, Dairy-Organic Compost, 
is now commercially available. The 
entire manure production of 2,500 
head of cattle on Klein’s Dairyland 
Acres (Wisconsin) has been contract- 
ed for on an annual basis by a com- 
posting company. First, though, the 
feed, bedding and other ingredients 
used in the barn were analyzed, im- 
proved and, in some cases, drastically 
changed in order to obtain manure 
better suited for improvement of the 
soil. 

Bedding materials, ground corn 
cobs, chopped alfalfa and straw are 
composted with the cattle manure for 
eight to ten months and the resultant 
organic compost is packed in 10-, 25-, 
50- and 100-lb. bags having a pliofilm 
insert bag to reduce moisture loss. 

The product is 100% dairy organic 
compost that is fast in action because 
it has been composted; weed seeds 
have been killed during composting; 
it is odorless and alive with bacteria; 
is neutral in its chemical reaction and, 
therefore, will not change the pH fac- 
tor of the soil. It will not burn plants 


or grass, is an excellent soil condi- 
tioner, and may be used as an acti- 
vator in your own compost. 


August, 1952 


Health Way 
Hy-Top 
Juice Extractor 


(electric) 
The Juicer Everyone 
Has Been Asking For 


Greatly increased size of bow! 
and spinner basket fe: 
ce be- 


(Dealers write 

for discount) 

If not available at your 
favorite store, write 


STOMAN MFG. CO. 
31 E. Monticeto Avenue 
Sierra Madre, California 


Martin's 


Remineralizes 


Your Garden 


This natural Potash Rock supplies 16 trace 
elements and abundant Potash .. . applied 
now it will give you mineral-rich vegetables, 
fruits, beautitul flowers. Martin’s Granite Dust 
ases minerals slowly... is long-lasting! 


Increases Crop Value 


Granite Dust is the only ~ ee potash rock 
proved in agricultural experimental station 
tests. Used at Conn. Agricultural Experiment- 
al —— it proved minerals were available. 

D...it increased crop value nearly 5%. 

. $1.75 shipped freight collect. Minimum 
order of 2 bags... covers 35’ x ad garden. Get that 


KEYSTONE GRANITE QUARRY, Zionsville,Pa. 


Write for information and prices on large orders. 


SAY GOODBYE TO 
POISON SPRAYS 


ELECTROCUTOR 


WH 


WY 


Get relief from flies, insects, roaches, and 
other pests without harmful poisons or sprays 
HERE’S HOW IT WORKS 
A small amount of bait is placed in the bait drawer. 
Attracted flies are ‘‘electrocuted’’ between two grids by 
a slight, low ampere shock. ead flies then become 
batt, for flies are cannibalistic by nature and eat one 

The double grid system permits you to touch 
the machine without the danger of shock. 
Write for free literature to 


INSECT ELECTROCUTOR one 
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Pay Dirt by J. 1. Rodale. This book is 
still the Bible of the organ- 
ic method, containing the 
specific information nec- 
essary to be a good organi- 
culturist, 252 pp. $3.50 


The Healthy Hunzas by J. I. 
Rodale. These people are 
astoundingly healthy be- 
cause of the way they raise 
their food. Full details for 
applying the Hunza meth- 
ods. 263 pp., illust. $3.00 


Stone Mulching in the Garden by 
J. I. Rodale. A new in- 
vention in gardening! An 
authoritative guide to the 
use of stones and rocks 
for obtaining greater yields 
and healthier plants. Illus- 
trated, 164 pp. $3.00 


Lorette System of Pruning by 
Louis Lorette. Explodes 
common fallacies. Demon- 
strates spectacularly success- 
ful method that increases 


yields and quality, 30 

photos and diagrams. 239 

pp- $3.00 

Earthworms — Their Intensive 


“ Propagation by Thomas J. 
Barrett. Tells how to prop- 
agate earthworms — their 
help in building fine, fer- 
tile topsoil. Paper, 60 pp. 
$1.00 


Please remit with order; we will pay p 


Garden Calendar 


(Continued from page 56) 


early onions (Crystal Wax, Early 
Stockton Red and White Portugal), 
Chinese cabbage, Chinese mustard, 
Southern curled mustard, parsley and 
white and yellow turnips. Soak beets, 
car.ots and chard in hot water to 
hasten germination. Use radishes as 
a nurse crop for carrots. In milder 
sections the last planting of bush 
string beans can still be made. Use 
Canadian Wonder and Pencil Pod 
Wax to mature the second week in 
November. Chinese peas can be plant- 
ed the last of the month. Set out in 
single rows strong well-grown plants 
of early cauliflower, Italian sprouting 
broccoli, Copenhagen market, Cham- 
pion Savoy and red cabbages, Ro- 
maine lettuce, Slobolt leaf lettuce, en- 
dive, kale and celery. Onion set and 
pencil-sized onion seedlings will yield 
the earliest onions. Slobolt and Great 
Lakes lettuce may be set from thinned 
rows. Kohlrabi makes a fine substi- 
tute for turnips and lasts much longer. 

® Don’t forget to start a compost 
pile or make a compost bin. Compost 
is an important source of nutrient 
supply and acts as an excellent soil 
conditioner. 


The Compost Bin 


(Continued from page 24) 


vas cover which can be rolled back. 
This “roof” is light in weight and can 
easily be handled by a child. 

While reference to turning the or- 
ganic matter has been made, this is 
avoidable work if earthworms are in- 
troduced. 


“8 


Rodale Press 


Dept. 8-G 


Emmaus, Pa. 
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SPECIAL COMBINATION 
No. 25 Size ActivO, 80 Ib. Ruhm Phos- 
phate Rock and 100 Ib. Compost Lime- 
stone $10.00 frt. collect. 

SOILSERVICE 


Townsend, Mass. 


Ks 
hook 

’ Authoritative, enjoyable, written 


Colchicine in Plant Breeding 
Q. Can you give me any informa- 
tion on colchicine and its relation to 
plant growth? 
A. Colchicine is a concentrated 
plant extract which is sometimes used 
by plant breeders in obtaining new 


varieties. It is extremely dangerous 
for an amateur gardener to use this 
chemical on any food crops. It is, 
however, available on the market in 
the form of a hobby kit for experi- 
menting with flowers. 


Earthworms 

Q. What is the best time of year 
o “plant” earthworms? After being 
taken from their boxes, how do they 
get food? 

A, Earthworms may be placed in 
garden soils where there is an over- 
supply of unfinished compost or raw 
organic matter. Place them just under 
the surface, and they will find plenty 
of food. They are excellent, too, for 
making compost in cellars in winter- 
time; first mix all the ingredients be- 
fore inserting the worms. 


Conservatory Suggestions 

Q. I am planning on turning my 
porch into a conservatory and would 
like your suggestions as to how this 
could best be accomplished? 

A. We suggest you enclose your 
porch with large-paned tight-fitting 
sashes, as they allow plenty of light 
to get to the plants and are easier to 
clean than small panes of glass. If the 
porch is heated to room temperature, 
then the atmosphere is usually too 
dry to grow plants unless one makes 
suitable provision for humidity con- 
trol. 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Good News for 


YOUR HAIR 


MASTER-FORM HAIR TONE 


Exciting, Natural Hair Treatment 


Here is a scientific but entirely natural and a 
me preparation for care of the hair and scalp. 
ormulated from a base of pure Lanolin, Choles- 
terol, Carotene, Wheat Germ Oil (Hormone-E 
factor) and Methionene (many authorities state 
this element is in eliminating hair- 
Ree | and bre. 

MASTER-FORM rats ONE not only tends for 
healthier hair, but has proven ideal as a hair 
groom. Helps rid the scalp of unsightly dandruff, 
scalp irritation. Also brings out all the natural 
highlights in your hair (gray hair becomes silvery 
gray—brunette becomes rich natural brown— 
black becomes blue black—red becomes golden 
red). Your hair color is unchanged... but all 
the natural highlights are accentuated. Ideal 
for men, women, children. Comes in three con- 
venient rey (60- 4 

oz. lay supply) .........$1.75 

8 oz. (120-day supply) ........ 3.00 

16 oz. dane Family Size) ...... 5.00 

this new preparation for beautiful, hesithy 
ir! 


STIM-U,LAX Jr. 


for massage 
Give yourself a stim- 
ulating scal mas- 
sage. Puts “live ac- 
tion” into your fin- 
ger tips. Just strap 
on hand... turn 
switch. Stim-U-Lax 


Postpaid... it’s only. 


New! VIBRA-TONE 
HAIR BRUSH 


.a brush for care of both hair and 


At last. 
scalp! Entirely new idea. ; 
(round tips) anchored in foam rubber. Gives 
firm yet gentle “vibrating” action as 
you stroke your hair. Or press brush firmly until 
bristles meet scalp, move handle gently. Then 
watch how fast the ‘vibrating’ action loosens 
itching dandruff, makes scalp feel alive and 
tingling. Brush ‘and handle are one piece . 
solid walnut. Bristles and mounting are stainless 
steel... rust-proof. Easy to clean...made to 
last a lifetime. Order one for each member of 
family. Only $1.00 each or 3 for $2.75. 
Order Direct Postpaid 
Full Satisfaction Guaranteed 


FALKNER & MAY, INC. 


1445 First Ave., Dept. 8-0G New York 21, N. Y. 


. stainless steel bristles 
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NATURAL 


VITAMINS and MINERALS 
including Rose Hips 


IN ONE AMAZING TABLET 


ELEVITES 


New, All-Natural, Vitamin-Mineral 
Supplement... with Organic Iron 


ONLY ELEVITES OFFERS 
YOU ALL THIS IN 
ONE TABLET: 


NATURAL Vitamin A & D from fish liver oil 
NATURAL Vitamin B-Complex from Yeast 
NATURAL Vitamin B-12 
NATURAL Desiccated Liver 
NATURAL Iodine from Pacific Coast Kelp 
NATURAL Calcium, Phosphorus & Trace Minerals 
(from Bone Meal) 
Vitamin E from vegetable oils 
ATURAL Red Bone Marrow 
RGANIC Iron 
IMPORTED WILD Rose Hips 


Plus These Important Factors 


You ALSO get the factors natufal to Rose 
Hips, Liver, Yeast and Bone Meal content, 
including Vitamin B-1, Vitamin B-2, Niacin, 
Vitamin B-6, Biotin, Inositol, Choline, Para- 
Amino-Benzoic Acid. 


Elevites Offer You More 


You no longer have to take from 5 to 10 
different tablets daily to obtain the impor- 
tant vitamins and minerals your body so 
urgently requires. ELEVITES... properly- 
balanced, scientifically-conceived, ‘all natural 
and organic vitamin-mineral supplement .. 

is the oo you have been waiting 
for. Compare it ... discover how much more 
it offers. Decide now you and your family 
will get all the vitamins, minerals and or- 
ganic iron you need...in one amazing 
Elevites tablet. Only: 

100 tablets, $3.75; 


500—$16; 1000—$28 


Postage Prepaid... Satisfaction Guaranteed... 


HEALTH FOOD DEPARTMENT 


Department 718-0.C. Woodmere, N.Y. 


Discount to lession ... health food dealers 
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Municipal Composting 


. “The City with Golden Garb- 
age” published by Collier's was read 
with great interest, but I am wonder- 
ing if it is a feasible plan for northern 
cities, such as Ottawa where I live? 
Our garbage freezes in our winters so 
I'd be glad to have some word from 
you. 

A. Normally garbage will freeze 
when the temperature drops as much 
as in your locality, but with Dr. Pfeif- 
fer’s process such would not be the 
case. We are reprinting the article to 
which you refer and note that this 
point is not covered so we wrote Dr. 
Pfeiffer to get official confirmation 
and gote his reply below: 

“Compost treated with our starter 
will ferment in the North, even under 
freezing temperatures. One of our 
friends in Canada had an experiment- 
al pile last winter and not only did 
it not freeze, but the snow on it melt- 
ed due to the natural heat in the pile. 
Where cities in the North adopt my 
system, then, of course, it will be neces- 
sary to have processing and conveying 
machinery in a heated shed to prevent 
it from freezing. 

“Piles of garbage treated with the 
cold process fermentation, such as 
that used in Oakland, California, 
might freeze up with low tempera- 
tures, but when thawed would break 
down in a hurry. Grinding machines 
would pulverize any frozen lumps.— 
E. E. Pfeiffer.” 


Non-bearing Plums 


Q. What should be done with 
seven plum trees, 10 feet across, that 
blossom but do not bear? They are on 
flat, black, rich soil, in a clay section 
of the sugar maple tree soil (Ohio)? 

A, Many plums are self-sterile. It 
is possible that the plums which you 
have cannot pollinate themselves or 
each other. In that case, I suggest you 
grow varieties which will serve as pol- 
linators. 

(Continued on page 62) 
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Rates are 24¢ a word. Minimum 25 words, or $6.00. Pay- 
able in advance. Include name and address in word count. 
Copy deadline is {7th of second month preceding date of 
issue. Write Organic Gardening, 46 S. West St., Allen- 
town, Penna. Send check or money order with copy. 


AGENTS WANTED 


CASH IN ON YOUR SPARE TIME! Sell beautiful new 
Regal Christmas Greeting Cards and Gift Assortments. No 
experience necessary. Costs nothing to get started. Show 
wonderful samples to friends, 
take orders and pocket up to 100% 

for samples on approval REGAL GREETINGS. Dept. 3 38, 
Ferndale, Mich. 


BOOKS G PUBLICATIONS 


“MIRACLES OF MENTAL uses, 

easily learned. Tremendously valuab © $1.00. SAT- 
ISFACTION GUARANTEED. SCIENTIFIC INFORMA. 
TION aynwies, 2259 Houghton Ave., SE, New York City 


GREENHOUSE GARDENING MAGAZINE—only publica- 
tion devoted to greenhouse gardening. Includes ge | 
planting guide, orchid notes, new equipment, sources 
supply. Greenhouse news and management. Bi- “months, 
2-year subscription $1.00. ate GLASS, P. 0. 

42, Irvington-on-Hudson, N 


“POTATOES AS FOOD AND MEDICINE”’ by Dr. Knaggs. 
Postpaid. HARMONY BOOK SHOP, New 
Pa. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


ARTHMASTER SYSTEM for earthworm breeding. Bue- 
cee methods developed by author of ‘Harnessing the 
Earthworm.’’ Valuable information bulletins mailed 
EARTHMASTER SYSTEM, Dept. 24, El Monte, Calif. 

ROW, USE EARTHWORMS, RIGHT. Prompt, 
ae Shipment. Service. Informative Circulars FREE, 

18 YEARS Experience to Guide You. Save Time, Money, 
Efforts. CALDWELL, Barwick, Georgia. 


THWORMS—zive new life to fall gardens—Start Co 
hoy now. Fat ‘~~ — for bait. Free folder. IVES WORM 
FARM, R.D. 3, Troy, N. Y. 


WORM WIZARDS Work Wonders in sociated, aerating, 
comioning, irrigating your soil. 100—$1.00, 500—$4.00, 

00—$7. Directions with every order. BERKSHIRE 
EARTHWORM FARM, 566 South St., Pittsfield, Mass. 


DON’T GAMBLE. Time is valuable. Start with proven 
methods. With each order of Horticulture worms, * — 
instructions, a formula for fast propagation and 

worm castings. wy Shee 50 postpaid. HARRY TustiN, 
R. 3, Millville, N. J 


HYBRID EARTHWORMS—very active. $5.00 
Instructions. GEORGE KORMAN, Rhineland, 
issouri 


EARTHWORMS, NOSED Ane Greatest om 
builder of all, very prolific, Breeders $7.00—1,000, mill 
run $5.00—1,000; IVERSON’S WORM HATCH- 
ERY, 2748 53 St., Des Moines, lowa. 


ENRICH GARDEN SOIL, COMPOST, with Red Worms. 
Breeders 500 for $5.00, Postpaid. Capsules $7.50—1000. 
PAUL LACKAS, Box 6!, Walnut Grove, California. 


Start You. Some big red HUSKIE WIGGLERS WORMS, 
will run $3.50—1000. Orders filled prompt. Instructions 
to guide. Save money—time. MINNIE ADAMS, Pavo, Ga. 


FLORIDA LIVING 


For information about MELBOURNE VILLAGE, a plan- 

special Organic Gardening Write 
AMERICAN HOMESTEADING FOUNDATION. Box 696, 
Melbourne, Florida. 


FLOWERS 


IRISES—DAYLILIES. Specializing in beautiful ‘~~ hy- 
brids. Named varieties. Finest quality live plants. Fres 
dug on orders. Catalog 10¢. ELMHURST GARDENS, 
Box S, R d, California. 


xpect Odd! 


CORSAGE MAKING SUPPLIES 


FLOWER ARRANGERS’ MATERIALS. Flower Show >. 
House-plant helps. Artificial flower making parts. 

film. Unusual Books. Free catalog. FLORAL. ART, Dest. 
OGN, Teaneck, N. J. 


EARTHWORMS 


for perpetual humus-fertilizer—world’s 
1 time business. Start 
Descriptive FREE. STARR 
EARTHWORM FARMS, Orland, Calif. 


RED EARTHWORMS make valuable 
grass and garbage. $4.00 per and. cellent for 
MYRTLE KESSINGER, 


fishing. Office in_ rear. 
Eighth Ave., Arcadia, California. 


One Hundred Million Heart of Georgia quality RED 
WIGGLERS ready for shipment. Live delivery and count 

guaranteed. Daily shipping capacity 500,000. 200—$1.50, 
500—$2.50 delivered. Dealers write. Culture $4.00 gallon 
(contains approximately 1500 worms of all sizes and 500 
eggs), five gallons or more $3.50 gallon delivered. Capsules 
$6.00 thousand delivered. RAINEY’S BAIT RANCH, 
Eatonton, Georgia. 


DR. OLIVER’S SOILUTION Hand selected 


Breeders, hardy, very active. 500—$3. 1000—$5.00, 
5000—$20.00. Culture (worms of all ries) 1000—$3.95. 
Prepaid, live delivery guaranteed. WIZARD WORM 


RANCH, Donalsonville, Ga. 


ENRICH YOUR TIME-TESTED way. 
Earthworms. $5.0: Large order wiGG 
WORM WORKS, "eee Tennessee 


SOMMERCIAL PRODUCTION OF SOILUTION EARTH- 
ence wit worms, $3.00; 3000 worms, $15.00. 
EARTHWORM CASTINGS, organic “fertilizer, $1.00 Qt., 
$2.75 Gal. BASIC MIXTURE, food for box culture of 
Earthworms, $3.00 for 5 Gal. Prepaid. Complete instruc- 
or information and complete — list. STOW 
EARTHWORM FARM, 218 Ritehie Rd., R. 3, Kent, Ohio. 


ANTICIPATE THE EXCITEMENT of another spring with 
Barnhaven’s hardy, silver-dollar Primroses, world famous 
for size and the sparkling fresh beauty of countless shades 
and tints. Fresh, readily germinated seed which surpasses 
all previous pollinations; transplants for summer-fall de- 
livery. Write for unique book-catalog (free) illustrating 
these new silver-dollar originations and other rT easily 
grown new and old favorite Primroses. BARNHAVEN, 
Gresham, Oregon. 


FOODS 


BAKES GOODS YOU'VE EVER TASTED. Made 
100% STONE GROUND ORGANICALLY GROWN 
WHOLE GRAINS. honey, fresh milk, raw sugar, butter,- 
eggs, yeast. NO preservatives or bleaches. Breads, rolls, 
ae, etc. available. Also flour, cereals, other quality 
s. We ship regularly to customers throughout U. 8. 
pa. fresh delivery. Send 50¢ coin for delicious loaf 


bread and complete catalog. postpaid. STONE MILL 
PRODUCTS, Dept. B-8, 1014 Franklin Street, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 


STONE — "ous AND CEREALS. All kinds 
of Health Shredding and slicing machines for 
vegetables. es, electric vegetable juicers. Ask for 
folder. Enclose stamp. THE MILL, Box 699, Lodi, Calif. 


NEW ORGANIC APPROACH to Diet Supplement. Formula 
89 (formerly Nutr-All) Contains Vitamins, Minerals and 
Proteins. rom Natural, Organic Sources. 
ADDED. Write for FREE sorter or send $7. 

—1 month’s Supply. SCIENTIFIC LIVING GOUPERA: 
TIVE, Dept. 8COG, Tecate, California. 


FOODS THAT ARE FIT TO EAT has been our business 
for over 30 years. We specialize in Raw Nut Butters— 
imported crude Molasses—Unsulphured Fruits—Unheated 
Honeys—Raw Potency Brewers Yeast— 
Powdered Goats Milk and many others. Write for price 
list. RIEDEL Sh _- CO., 845 Amsterdam 
Ave., New York 2 


PRODUCTS direct to you! 
os 0 mg.) from vegetable oils, 100 capsules—$4.25; Vita- 

5,000 unit capsules, 100—$1.65; lodine “Ration 
Tablets’ (kelp) _300—$1.25; Garlic Capsules, 
Brewer’s Yeast Tablets, 74 Gr. wer’s 
Yeast Flakes with Vitamin B-12, 1 
100 mg. tablets, 125—$2.00; 
$1.95; Soybean Lecithin capsules, 100—$1.50; Vitamin B-12, 
5 meg. tablets, 100—$1.25. Postage Prepaid. Write for 
ne price list. BARTH’S, Dept. 718-0G, Woodmere, 
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PURE BONE MEAL, finest quality, freshly 
rived from the bones of selected young cattle. Contains 
correct proportion of Calcium and Phosphorus plus trace 
minerals. 100 tablets (74 ar 00; 1000—$5.00 or 1 
Ib. Bone Meal Powder—$1.50; 5 lbs. —$4.75. Postage Pre- 
paid. BARTH’S, Dept. 7! 8-06, Woodmere, N. Y. 
WHEAT “GERM—From Hard Northern Spring Wheat, 
bs. $1.25 postpaid. Rich in Vitamins, tune up for 
NORTHERN FIELD SEED COMPANY, Winona, 
ta. 


1 
Health. 


ORGANICALLY GROWN AVOCADOS—12 lb. carton $2.25 
O.B. Perrine, Florida. Season July through March. 
a oe C. GROVE, Rt. 2, Box 507A, Miami 43, Fla. 


1952 PURE VERMONT MAPLE SYRUP. Fancy Grade. 
Gal. $6.00—4 Gal. $3.50. Postpaid to 3rd zone. RS. 
AGNES PUTNAM, South Ryegate, 


DETROIT AREA. Frozen Foods th 


Vermont. 
e year around, at chain 


store prices. BERT & SHIRLIE BOWEN, OPEN GATE, 
Little Scpeale Farm, 25019 Power Road, Farmington, 
Mich. {316 


PRUNE SAUCE—sieved, quality—organically-grown Prunes. 
A brand new truly delicious food. Abounds in healthful 
qualities. No preservatives, salt or sugar added. Serve 
from jar or use for tempting desserts. 1 dozen large 19-oz. 
jars $5.50; 2 dozen $9.95 prepaid. TONTZ HONEY FARM, 
Elsinore 16, California. 


FOR RENT 
ORGANIC FARM TO LET. 53 acres. 


Marvelous 


ties. No lime or fertilizer needed. Five miles from 
Rochester, N. Y. G. A. COON, Box 449, Decatur, Ga. 
FOR SALE 


ONE ACRE LAND—ST. GEORGES ISLAND; excellently 

producing garden, three houses partly finished. Fi 

Crabbing, Oystering, Bathing. Must sell . 000. 

for details. 70 miles from nee D.C. Potomac. 
4 Piney Point P. 0., St. Mary's County, 
ar. 


FRESH EGCS 


NORTHNODE FRESH EGGS prepaid 600 miles within x 
hours after laid by our contented hens. 2 Dozen $2. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. R. A. SHARP, Route 1, West 
Rutland, Vermont. 


IRISH WOOLENS 


GOOD TIME to stop and see Avoca Handwoven Irish 
tweeds; blankets; garments which you can have tailored to 

your measure in your choice of tweed or scottish tartan. 
CAROL BROWN, Putney 47, Vermont. 


LECTURES 


tures by 8. Wells, F.R.H.S., dynamic lecturer, 
traveler, organiculturist. Yeur opportunity 
to meet this engaging and energetic organic gardener, hear 
his fascinating “Gardening With Bacteria.’’ ‘‘Gardening 
With Earthworms” and “Gardening Without Digging.” 
Tilustrated with personal Kodachromes of English Gardens 
in the month | of May, including some of Winston Churchill's 
farm-estate ‘‘Chartwell.’ Mr. Wells is a Fellow Royal 
Horticultural Society (England) and President and Founder 
The South Jersey Organic Gardeners’ and Farmers’ Club. 


Write for particulars: PHILIP S. WELLS, 24 Seve 
Ave., Hadden Heights,, New Jersey. on 
MISCELLANEOUS 


OUTDOOR TOILETS, CESSPOOLS, SEPTIC TANKS 
cleaned, deodorized with amazing new product. Just mix 
dry powder with water; pour into toilet. Safe, no poisons. 
Save digging, pumping costs. Postcard brings free details. 
BURSON LABORATORIES, Dept. H-83, Chicago 22, til. 
CESSPOOL 1 TROUBLE? Start leaching process by in- 
stilling SURSOLVENT, the miracle reconditioner. Saves 
pumping. Reduces odors. Opens clogged drains. Reclaims 
to a condition newness. Simple 

Write for information. ECTRIC SEWER 
CLEANING COMPANY, Boston 34, i. 


MONEY MAKING ACTIVITIES 


FREE BOOK—‘‘505 Odd Successful Businesses.” 
home! Expect Odd! PACIFIC 41C, Oceanside, Calif. 


NURSERY STOCK 


EVERGREENS—SEEDLINGS—TRANSPLANTS— 
SEEDS Azalea-Rhododendron Hybrids. All Northern- 
grown Bulbs. GIRARD BROS. NURSERY, 
Geneva, Ohio. 


FRUIT TREES! Stark Bro’s. sensational new ‘‘Dwarfs.” 
Also standard size, exclusive patented, trade-marked varie- 
ties produce abundant, larger, better apples, peaches, pears. 
All fruit faster growing, quicker bearing. Also beautiful 
ornamental trees and shrubs. Get giant new Colorphoto 
Catalog FREE. STARK BRO’S., Louisiana, Missouri. 


ORGANIC TRADING POST 


POTATOES—Organically grown with Rock Phosphate and 
Greensand on Mountain Farm. Jashed, carefully packed. 
2 Bushels $7.85; you pay expressage. R. A. SHARP, R. 1, 
West Rutland, Vermont. 


Work 


Free catalog. 
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Questions 
and Answers 


(Continued from page 60) 


Growing Bougainvillea Indoors 


Q. I would like your opinion 
about trying to grow Bougainvillea in 
a sunny kitchen window (Maryland). 


A. Bougainvillea, propagated by 
cuttings, would do better in a green- 
house in your locality. It would be 
interesting to try growing it in your 
kitchen window, but keep the room 
cool. A rich, but porous, soil is re- 
quired if you grow it in a pot. It is 
inclined to be rampant when confined 
so would have to be kept trimmed. If 
grown in the open, a less rich soil is 
preferred, but it should be well drain- 
ed. Outdoors, this vine does best in 
Texas, Florida and Southern Cali- 
fornia. 


Sawdust vs. Earthworms 


Q. We have domesticated earth 
worms here, and I wish to ask for a 
careful opinion as to whether or not 
redwood shavings and redwood saw- 
dust is detrimental to these earth- 
worms. 


A. Raw green redwood sawdust or 
shavings definitely would be harmful 
to earthworms, but if well seasoned 
it is not too damaging. The presence 
of oils in the redwood debris might 
also be detrimental to other soil or- 
ganisms. To use it when well season- 
ed, in the compost heap or for sheet 
composting would be alright. Straw- 
berries, rhododendrons, azaleas and 
other acid-loving plants do well in it. 


Planting Slopes 


Q. I have repeatedly tried to start 
grass on our bank and have not yet 
been successful. Can you help me? 


A. Prepare the soil carefully as 


Organic Gardening 


ors 


inion 
lea in 
land). 


d by 
preen- 
Id be 
your 
room 
is re- 

It is 
nfined 
ed. If 
soil is 
drain- 
est in 
Cali- 


earth- 
for a 
yr not 
saw- 
earth- 


ust or 
rmful 
soned 
esence 
might 
»il_or- 
eason- 

sheet 
Straw- 
; and 
in it. 


> start 
ot yet 
me? 


lly as 


rdening 


you would if you planned to sow grass 
seed. But roll sod on the bank, start- 
ing at the bottom and working up 
much as you would in putting a paper 
roof on your garage, except that you 
do not overlap the strips of sod. Peg 
the lower edge of the roll of sod to 
prevent it from slipping down the 
slope. Tamp the soil and water. 

A poor soil foundation can be the 
cause of failure in a sodding job. The 
soil must be as fine and as well pre- 
pared as for seed. Rolling sod over 
unprepared soil is a waste of time and 
money, and a waste of the sod. 

One of the ground covers, such as 
Pachysandra, might well be the answer 
for all such areas. 


Sawdust is Helpful, Too! 


Q. We are using all refuse for 
composting. Can we use sawdust from 
a local mill to cover raw garbage? 

O. A. Hunt 
Seligman, Mo. 


A. While we have not had occas- 
ion to experiment with sawdust in 
the manner you suggest, we feel there 
is actually no reason why it should 
not be utilized in that way. Maybe 
many of our readers have tried this 
suggested wrinkle and, if so, we would 
like to hear from them so that we 
could share their experience with 
others. We do know that to avoid 
nitrogen deficiency it is often best to 
use sawdust in the compost pile, 
though it can also be applied broad- 
cast on the surface of the soil as a 
mulch. If seeding is to be done on 
such a treated area, just take a hoe 
and make rows down to soil level, 
seed them, and then rake the sawdust 
over the seeds. Unless an acid com- 
post is desired, we recommend adding 
a sprinkle of extra lime as untreated 
sawdust is of acid reaction, even 
though it may contain as much as 25 
per cent of mineral in the form of cal- 
cium. 


August, 1952 


BIO-DYNAMIC (organic cone Whole Wheat FLOUR 


and CEREAL Stoneground. 
prices on * = and over. 


5 Ibs. $1, plus postage. Lower 
We also have BD Rye and 


Corn now. tributors in Chicago, Cincinnati, California. 
BUSCHMAN. Juniper Farm, RDI, Chester, 
ew Yor! 


Vary Your Fruit Diet Safely! European Type GRAPES & 
RAISINS, ORGANICALLY poisons, gas, 
sprays, onting. Satisfaction guaran Write for free lit- 
— LBERT’S ORGANIC FARM, Rt. 2A, Itana, 
alifornia. 


SHIPPING NOW! Nd A inferior vegetables when we 
can supply you prem: roduce at fair prices. Shipments to 
ord, some. GERICKE'S ORGANIC FARM, Staten Island 


ORGANICALLY GROWN Concord Grapes, $2.50; a 
matoes $1.60; Green Beans $2.00. All 12 qt. baskets. 
pressed daily during season. F.0.B. J. A. PORTHAN, 
Westfield, N. Y. 


ORGANICALLY GROWN WHEAT processed into 100% 
whole wheat and cereal containing all the original vitamins 


and mineral salts of the wheat berry. Trial 5 lb. bag of 
flour or cereal sent postpaid for $1.15; west of Mississippi 
River $1.40. LOUHELEN RANCH, Davison, Michigan. 


PURE MAPLE SYRUP, rich in Minerals, Organic. Gallon 
$3.50; quart, West of 


gallon, 
parcel post. Also Maple JOHN BACON, Joh 
Vermont. 


aeesy Raw, sprayfree orange blossom, mountain sage 
thistle, 3 pounds $1.75; 12 pounds $5.25. Comb honey s 
pounds $2.75. Luscious, natural organically-grown date: 

Big, sweet, healthful. 5 pounds $3.25. SPECIAL! 15 
pounds $6.95. Date butter. Dandy for baking or spread. 
3 pounds $2.10. Delicious, tender fresh-tasting, sundried, 
unsulphured fruit. 5-pound bags Black Mission figs, seed- 
less raisins $3.25 each; 10 pounds $5.95. Large, evest 
prunes, 5 pounds $3.65. Choice white figs, 5 pounds $3.65. 

5 pounds apricots (small) $4.65. INTRODUCTORY OF- 
FER! Gift pack 12 different kinds preserves, 5-ounce 
jars. Only $3.75. Exotic tea pack. Makes 120 cups. Orange 
rind and sweet spice flavored. Truly exquisite. $1.00. 


Olive oil. New crop, 100 percent pure. From organically- 
grown olives. A_ superior product. Quart $2.75; gallon 
$6.95. Orange blosssan incense, 18 sticks, holder. Gift 
boxed, 75ce. Above products shipped prepaid. Big, red, 
whole strawberry preserves from farm recipe. 1 dozen large 
2l-ounce jars $8.90. Express collect. Raspberry, blueberry, 
boysenberry, cherry same price. Wonderful gifts. Cards 
enclosed upon request. TONTZ HONEY FARM, H 


unusual foods and gifts. Thick date-shakes, pure orange 
juice, mountain apple cider (no preservatives). 


FERTILIZERS G SOIL CONDITIONERS 


BIO-GRO. Liquid Fish Fertilizer. = 
$1.00 postpaid. Spray fertilizers “4, 
$2. ORGANIC SUPPLIES, Box Pt Pitts. 
e 
i ta to MORE PROFITABLE FARMING AND GAR- 
G. Colloidal Phosphate has 10 major and 11 trace 
Kaylorite (Glauconite Marl) has 18 


30 trace elements. Let's Organic with these 
products—and LOEBER SOLS SER- 
iit N. Clark St., Chicago 10, tll. Phone wal 


NATURAL ROCK PHOSPHATE—Finely ground from high 
test Western phosphate rock. Ideal for organic farming 
and gardening. WESTERN FARM CHEMICAL COM- 
PANY, Box 221, Woodland, California. (Distributed in 
Southern California by Plant Food Corporation, 3711 Med- 
ford Street, Los Angeles 33, California.) 


HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO—Ruhm’s Superfine 
Glauconite Potash, Limestone, rshey 

K-O, Frazer Compost, W- post Grinders. aeRED 
VEITH, 3505 Mozart Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 


TNSTANT COW MANURE—pkt. makes one gallon “=< 
measure for House Plants and Gardens. 3 pkts. 25¢. 
Catalog free. ALLEN COMPANY, Pittstown 6, N. J. N. J 
COLLOIDAL PHOSPHATE AND GLAUCONITIC MARL— 
the only two mined products that have the power of Base 
Exchange in your soil. For Michigan, Ohio and Indiana. 
Write for details. Dealers wanted. JESS M. FANNING, 
4951 South Ouster Road, Monroe, Michigan. 


SOIL ANALYSIS 


If you want to know about -_ oyrhene the only two mined 
products that have the pow Base TT in =~ 
soil (Write) for Florida, WILL J. HOOVER, Leck 

7 Kissimmee, Florida. For all other states: HOOVER 
SOIL SERVICE, Gilman, Illinois. 

STOP THAT GUESSWORK! Your garden’s best friend 
is laboratory soil analysis. complete 
ee for lime, plant us, trace ele- 
ments. EDW HARRINGTON, Agricultural Chemist, 
Carversville, Peamaieanie. Write today for full jon 


WANTED 
PRIVATE HOME, FOOD, board three 


under 7 years. R. SMITH, Rt. 1, Box 
Fall Brook, California. 
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| ee Elsinore 16, Calif. Visit our quaint Country Store. Many 
= 


Have You and Your Family Tried This 


Wonderful New 


Protective Food? 


Desiccated 


You Read About It 
In The April Issue 
Of Prevention. 


LD 


Liver 


(WHOLE FRESH LIVER IN CONCENTRATED FORM) 


One of the richest and most complete of 
all natural protein foods is whole fresh 
liver. Today thousands are discovering a 
simple, easy way to give their bodies a daily 
supply of the vitamins, minerals, amino 
acids and other factors so plentiful in this 
rich, natural food . . . by regularly taking 
Richards Desiccated Liver. 


Desiccated Liver itself is not an entirely 
new idea. You will find it listed in the 
National Formulary along with minimum 
requirements. But ordinary desiccated liver, 
although it may meet National Formulary 
requirements, is not the same as Richards 
Desiccated Liver! The difference is really 
important .. . to you and your body. 


You know that any fresh food (especially 
meat) is subject to deterioration. This is 
due to what scientists call autolysis. Ordin- 
ary desiccated liver is exposed to oxidation 
and autolysis while drying. But the exclu- 
sive process used for Richards Desiccated 
Liver actually halts autolysis and oxidation 

. thereby assuring retention of the vital 
factors present in the whole fresh liver. 


100 Tablets.........$2.00 


Qa Now on sale at 


500 Tablets ...... $7.50 


A Rich Source of B-Vitamins 

Richards Desiccated Liver is an excellent 
supplementary source of B complex vita- 
mins and other valuable unidentified factors 
of liver. It is desiccated and defatted while 
ordinary liver is only desiccated. 

Richards Desiccated Liver contains 15 
micrograms B-12—from 2 to 3 times the 
B-12 of ordinary desiccated liver. 

Richards Desiccated Liver contains the 
full B-12 content of whole fresh liver; full 
content of folic acid; full biotin content. 

In other words Richards Desiccated Liver 
contains twice the amount of these impor- 
tant members of the B vitamin family than 
ordinary desiccated liver. 

Our liver is a 4% to 1 concentration of 
fresh whole liver. Ordinary desiccated liver 
is only a 4 to | concentration. So Richards 
Desiccated Liver is much richer in protein 
than ordinary liver. If the protein require- 
ment of the individual is 50 grams daily, 
7¥%2 grams of our liver provide more than 
10% of the total daily requirement. 

Yes, for the very finest quality available 
... try RICHARDS DESICCATED LIVER. 


300 Tablets.........$5.00 


leading Dietary Food 
Stores and Pharmacies. 
If not yet in your vi- 
cinity, order direct post- 
paid. Write to Depart- 
ment 8-0.G6. 


LABORATORIES 
10 East 39th Street New York, New York 


Formulators and Distributors of Diet Supplements from Natural Sources 
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You read about it in April Organic Gardening 


Parkstone Organic 
SOILIFE SPAWN 


NOW IT’S READY FOR YOUR GARDEN! 


On pages 13 and 14 of the April issue of Organic Gardening, J. I. 
Rodale gave you his enthusiastic report on PARKSTONE SOILIFE 
SPAWN after his “enlightening trip” to Colorado to see it in 
action. At that time this new organic soil conditioner was being 
used only in irrigated farming. Now it’s available for use in your 


garden. Here’s the story on PARKSTONE SOILIFE SPAWN: 


Contains spawn of all living things necessary 
to build soil which pulsates with life! 


The problems of the soil are biological rather 
than chemical... there is no fertility without 
bacteria and other soil organisms regardless 
of how much you add in the way of fertilizer. 
Now ... here is a new biological activator you 
apply as liquid so billions of organisms ac- 
tually flow on to your land to make your soil 
throb with new life. And...to new heights 
of productivity. You can also use SOILIFE 
to activate compost. Gives you finished com- 
post in weeks. PARKSTONE SOILIFE 


Here is the Parkstone 
Process 


Soilife is a combination of organic matter 
and urine of pregnant cows...such urine is 
unusually rich in hormones and other fertile 
clements. The urine originates at a selected 
Texas dairy. It is fed into a lake and fer- 
mented without oxygen. It is then combined 
with organic matter in such a way that a fine. 
brown powdery material... PARKSTONE 
SOILIFE SPAWN ... results. You simply mix 
with water, let stand for 24 hours or more 
... then spray or sprinkle on land! 


Mail Coupon... Today. 


SPAWN actually gives you double action. 
First: it stimulates soil to react upon the 
plant... nutrients in soil organic matter and 
minerals locked up in the soil are both made 
available as plant food. Second: SOILIFE 
gives you a loose, porous, well-conditioned 
soil with better aeration and moisture-holding 
capacity. Feed your plants and give them a 
better medium in which to grow... use 
PARKSTONE SOILIFE SPAWN —today! 


It’s Economical 
Two pounds of Parkstone Soilife Spawn 
will make enough spray to bacteria-ize 
one complete acre ...only $6.00 for one 
unit (postage prepaid). Use the coupon 
below to order... today: 


M. HICKMAN CO. 
Box 86! . 
* Liberal, Kansas 4 
. 
= Gentlemen: Enclosed find $6.00 for which please 
= send 2 Ibs. of Parkstone Soilife Spawn. 4 
. 
. 
. . 
. 
SI enclose ...... Se money order ...... cash, § 
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Common Nome : 
Beriey No 
| Mune Widely Adapte 
Beons | Sey 
Velvet Yes rome 
Weed Yes Sondy 
Brome Gross. Field Ne Widely Adopts 
Bock wheat No Widely 
Bur Clever  Heory Loom 
Chess or Cheat Grass Ne loom 
Alsihe Yo Heavy loom 
Clever Crimson com 
Subterranean Yes looms 
Core Widely 
Cow-Pee Yo Sandy loom 
Yes Light Loams 
loom 
Ye Widely Adeproble 
tadige, Yes Sandy loom 
Yes loom 
Lespedese Kerean Yes Looms 
toome 
Yes Sondy loom 


inc. Offers FREE 


Book and Planting Chart 


TELL EVERYTHING YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOU! 


GREEN MANURES 


Now Is An Ideal Time of Year for Green Manuring! 


ON’E send a penny. Just mail coupon be- 

As part of our program of promoting 
gardening and farming, we will send 
PELY FREE—a_ 68-page_ illus- 


low 


ABSOLI 


trated booklet and a valuable planting chart 


hich cover 50 different 

Simply Mail This Coupon 
ROTOTILLER, Inc., Dept. 78, 
Troy, New York 
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Phe booklet explains—in pictures and cl 


text—just how these miracle crops perfo 
their magic of soil enrichment... how they ¢ 
down erosion... make soil easier to work 


how they eliminate the need for land compos 
ing and the expense of animal manures 


The chart—especially prepared for us 


Dr. 1. H. Everett of the New York Botani 
Gardens—tells which varieties of rye, bua 
wheat, clover, vetch, sov beans, etc. vou show 


sow in sweet, sour, heavy or light soil 


diiferent sections of the countrys differ 
times of the vear. How much seed to & 
Whether or not use lime and _ fertiliz 
When to “turn” these crops into the soil af 
the way this. And much 


now Is ideal time fo manurt? 


Naturally, not have an 
supply of these booklets and charts 
sure 
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you get yours—mail coupon at 


ROTOTILLER, Inc., 
Dept. 78, Troy, N. Y. 


CHART OF GREEN MANURES INFORMATION 
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z i 2 
3423 MUCH LIME AND 
HOMEN TO APPLY it 
| 
= 
= 
= 


